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Mrs. Rebeccah Lindſey, Mother 

Mr, Joſeph Lindſey, Brother ak : 

Mrs. Abigal Shipton | 
rs. Abigal Ship 'd Siſters \ 


AL 


to Mr. Benjamin 
Lindſey,lately 
De 


Mrs. Sarah Pike, 

Mr. John Hinde, 
Mr. Morgan Hinde, 
Mr. Richard Hinde, 
Mr. Robert Hinde, " 


Kinſmen 


Dear Friends, 


Ccording to the ſeveral Rela- 
tions ( nearer or more re- 
mote) wherein ye ſtood to 

Mr.Benjamin Lindley ben be was li- 

wing with you, Nature and Reaſon di- 

dates that ye muf? be differently af- 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
fefted, as to Degrees, by bis being by 
Death removed from you, yet being ſo 
much beloved and reſpefed by you all, 
it u-eaſy to-determine that hir Death” 
was Matter of Sorrow to you all ; but 
the Religion ye all profeſs, and the 
Chriſtian Doftrine ye all do own, 
muff be infiruttive to you, that ye 
. forrow; not as thoſe that have no Hope, 
either that hs Soul, being ſo Pious, 
was not carried by Angels into Abra- 
ham's Boſom, or that his Body, that 
ye carried and lodged in the Bolom 
of the Earth, ſhould not be raiſed 
again to a. joyful Reſurretion, and be 
bereafter; 'where the Soul at preſent 
u, in"Happineſs andGlory : Of which 
Two Things, \the believing Confidera- 
tion ſhould drie your weeping Eyes, 
relieve your | mourning Spirits, and 
comfort your Sorrowful Hearts. 


To the Mother 7 ſend this ſhort 
following Advice : | 


I That you would wot ſo much ſor- 
row that your Son's Body is gone down 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
to the Grave, as rejoice that his Soul 
7s gone "poo Heaven :, Not ſo much 
monry, that he whdw you did bear, 
bring' forth, and Bring up, is taken 
from you, as be comforted that God 
hath taken him to himſelf : As know- 
ing he is better pleaſed to be where 
he is, and more Happy, than if he had 
continued to be on Earth, with you, 
and that he would not be from thence, 
to come again to you: And tet this 
make you the leſs Sorrowful in this 
World, 'becauſe his Soul is now trium- 
phant in the other, which is a better 
World : for I ſuppoſe you Irved your 
Son better than to grieve at his Pre- 
ferment. a 


2. That confidering the Greatneſs 
of your Age you would clear your F 
wvidences for Heaven, and not —_ 
them to ſeek, when you ſhr 
them to > nor 4 auld have 
ſhould have them to _-* when you 
comfortable Dev #ſ* for your more 
are (ure you ,arture; that as you 
your Son's - Body muſt go down to 
« Body, ſo you might be as 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. | 
ſure that your Soul gud. * wp to his 
Soal, that as he was where you are, 
fo you might be with God, where he 


fs. 


3. That you daily remember, you. 


are almoſt at your Fourney's End; in 
a Courſe of Nature ſo near the Door of 
Eternity, that you-cannot be much 
longer in Time ; therefore when you 
cannot move ſo ſpeedily in Natural 
Motion, run more ſwiftly in your Spt= 
ritual Race, that you might mot fall 
ſhort of the Joy and Crown that is ſet 
before you. 


4. That fince your Son ( now gone 
from you) hath made ſuch competent 
Provifion for you, that you need not 
Jpend your Breath in asking, What 
ſhall Teat, or what ſhall 1 drink, or 


wherewitbal ſhall I be clothed  Toar 


Enquirtes might be, How ſhall I love 
God more, pleaſe him better, and be 
more prepared for my Eternal State 2 
Sznce now you need not cark for 
Earth, take more Care for Heaven. 
5. That 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


5. That fince you have more Benefit 
of your Senſe of Seeing, than of Hear- 
ing, Job the Defect of Hearing, &y 
your diligent Reading ; and the leſs 
you can hear Men ſpeak to you in Dif- 
cour fing, the more ds you ſpeak to God 
in Praying; and the {eſs Converſe you 
can have with the Creature, the more 
Communion do you defire, get, and 
maintain with God. | 


To the Reſt of you, let me be your 
Remembraxcer, that ye get a ſaudlified 
Improvement of this Breach by Death, 
that God hath made amongft you, 
that ye ſo mind Temporal, as not to 
forget your Eternal Concerns, to 
watch and be always ready; becauſe 
the Sow of Man might come, in ax 
Hour that ye think not of ; to pre» 
pare to follow him and others that are 
gone before : to keep up the Power of 
Godlineſs in your Hearts, and to de- 
monſtrate it in your Lives : Seriouſly 
and, believingly to think of another 
world, andevery Day you lrve in this, 
to 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 

to ſtand in Time, and look into Eter- 
nity: To be Good, and to do Goods 
as he was, and did, that is taken from 
you, whereof (in Part) ye have been 
Eye-witneſſes : To live Holily, that 
ye . might die not only Peacably, . but 
alſo Trium hantly ; as is his Prayer 
for you, who defires it might be yours 
for bim, who is, a 


Aﬀecionately Yours, 


muperl- Street, * © To his Power, 
April 8.1698. ; Iv. 9 


- Tho. Doolittle 
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HEAVEN. 


Luke XVI. 22. 


And it came to paſs that the Beggar 
died, and was carried by the An- 
gels into Abraham's Boſomr 


OME think it is not material 
whether the Diſcourſe of our 
Lord Jeſus concerning che Rich 
Man and the Beggars, be taken 


of botb; when it is confeffed, that under 
this Narration , Chriſt de(cribes the 
State of the Good and-Bad inthe ather 
Wotld, and aſſerts the ExOS of. Lane 
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The Saints Convoy 
Soul, after its Separation from the Bo- 
dy ; and that it immediately paſſeth tq 
Heaven or Hell, before the Reſurrecti- 
b| on of the Body, and general Judgment 
[ of the great Day. ! 

| ' Tho' there was a Diſparity between 
fl Lazares ſpoken of in the Text, and our 
i Friend, whoſe Death is the Occaſion of 
this Diſccurſe upon it, in regard of their 
outward Circumſtances in this World; 
yet if the latter be a Partaker of Felici- 
ty with the former, in the other World, 
I might eaſily be excuſed for chooſing 
this as my Theme upon this ſad, but 
righteous Providence : eſpecially, when 
there is no other ſo expreſs to my De- 
ſign as this is. 
z ' The Rich Man here ſpoken of, was 
FI .@ voluptuous Sinner ; who, while he li- 
| ved, did live in outward Pomp; and, 

when he died, was buried in great 
State. The Poor Man was full of Sores, 
Tan# Hungry, while he lived; and no 
'mention-is made of his Funeral, when 


'He di8d.. * 
[- | ''>/Theone was Rich on Earth, but now 
| | © © a Beggar in Hell: Fhe other a Beg- 
ar/ on Earth, 'bat now Rich in 
| Fel TeAaVen. M | | | ; 
| The Poor?Man; on Earth, for 
| "ſome Crumbi ar-the-Rich Man's , , 
; ue 


to Heaven. 


hut he could not obtain them.. The 

Rich Man, in Hell, begged for a Drop 
of Water ; but ic was Cenied him. 

Some live and die Poor, and in a 

State of Sin: Theſe have-cheir E- 

vil Things here, and hereafter coo; 

_ on Earth, and more .in 
Hell. p 


Some live and die Rich, and finally 14.15.25 


Impenitent : Theſe. have--their 
Good Things here, and their Evil 
Things hereafter : A ſhort Heaven 
in this World, and a long Hell in 
the next. 

Some live and Cie Poor, but in a 
State of Grace ; Theſe have their 
Evil Things in chis Liſe, and cheic 
Good in the next ; Shore Miſery 
on Earch, and long Felicity in 
Heaven. 

Some live and die poſleſt of. a good 
Eſtate, and in a State of Grace : 
Theſe have cheir Good Things 
here, and betcer bereafter ; Now 
ſome Earneſt, rben aRual Poſlel- 
ſion, 

Ir is better to live and die in the. 
Depths of Poverty, and have the Soul 
Everlaſtingly ſaved; than in the 
Heigths of Proſperity, and the Soul E+ 
ternally loft. The worſt Condition of 
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2 Child of God, be it never fo bad, is 
better than the beſt Condition of a 
Wicked Man, be it never fo good. 


In the Words of the Text Five Things 
may be obſerved : | 

7. The Paſſage of a Believer to the 
Place of his Eternal Abode. He is car- 
ried, 'or tranſported to ir. 

2. What of the Believer is carried to 
that Place or State ? And that is, the 
Soul. He was carried; his Soul, not 
then his Body. "His Soul was tranſported, 
his Body was left behind.” The Soul is 
carried at his Difſfolution 3 the Body 
not till the ReſurreCtion. 

3. Whicher was the Soul carried ; 
what was the Place or Scateto which ir 
was tranſported ? Into Abraham's Boſory. 

4. When ? As ſoon as he died ; that 
Minute it was ſeparated from the Body, 
it began its Journey to its Ecernal 
Home. 

5. By whom ? By the Angels be was 
carried into Abraham's Boſom. Not by 
one, but many Angels. ; 


Several great Articles of Faith affor. 
ding great Support and Comfortto 
Believers are cavght by Chriſt in 
theſe Words. | P 

| F. Obſer- 
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to Heaven. 

7. Obſervation.7het the Soul doth exif 
after its Separation from the Body. Other- 
wile it would not be capable to be car- 
ried to another State of Bleſſedneſs and 
Glory. 


In Mans Mortal Body, there is*an Ger. 2. 7. 


Immorcal Soul. | 
Death turns the Soul out of the Body, 

and the Man out of this World. 
Death deprives the Body of Life,and 

leaves it a Lump, or Maſt of 


Breathleſs Clay ; but in Death, Zccl.x2. 7. , 


the Sonl eſeapeth Death. Death, 
that conquereth all Mens Bodies, 
kills no Man's Soul. 


The Life and Being of the Soul can- 
no? be deſtroyed, cither, 


by Outward Violence, 
by Inward Pcinciples. 


Fir#t, Not by Outward Violence. No 
Finite Power can make the Soul to 
ceaſe to be. The moſt Powerful, Cru- 
el and Enraged Perſ:cutors who may 


| torture, kill or burn the Body, cannot 


touch nor reach the Soul. as. 1o. 28. 
Fear pot them which bal the Body, but are 
wet iabh to kill the Soul ; but rather fear 
7 B 3 bim 
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bim which is able to deftroy both Soul and 
Body in Hell. Tho” they had a Will to 
kill the Soul, yer they wane Power: If 
they would, they are not able : They 
can neither kill it, not damn it. Luke 
I2-.4. I ſay unto you, my Friends, be not 
efraid of them that kill the Body, and af- 
ter that hawe no more that they can 
do. When they have taken away the 
Life of the Body, they have done their 
worſt, their moſt, their all; fo that 
there is no more that they can do ; for 
the Soul eſcapes their Fury, and their 
malicious Rage. And as Creatures can 
ot, ſo we are aſſured that God w1ll not 
cauſe the Soul to ceafe to be ; and this 
we know : 

' 1. From the Promiſes he hath made to 
ſincere Believers, to give to them 
Eternal Life; feb 3. 16. For God 
f5 lowed the World, that he pave bis 
only begotten Son, that whoſoever be- 
lieveth in bim, ſhould not periſh, but 
bave everlaſting Life. That they 
ſhall be for ever with the Lord, 
1 Theſ. 4 17. That they ſhall 
be Erernally Saved, Heb. 5. 9. 
That they ſhall have a Crown in- 
coruptible ghat fadeth not away, 
1 Per. 1. 4, F. If theſe Eternal 
Things ſhall be enjoyed by Belie- 

vers, 


to Heaven. 


W-1 vers, then their Souls muſt exiſt to 
os -4 all Ecernity ; for that which is no- 
=4 thing can enjoy nothing. 
y 2, From the Threatnings of God re- 
te corded in bis Word, of the Ever- 
of laſting Puniſhment they ſhall be 
f- : tormented with inthe other World, 
1 to all. Eternity, that leave this 
1C World in a State of Sin, Rev. 14. 
ir 10. The ſame ſhall drink of the Wine. 
at of the Wrath of God, which is poured. 
Dr out without Mixtare, into the Cup of © _ 
=} bs Indignation, and they ſhall be tor- 
” mented with Fire and Brimſtonean the 
ot the Preſence of the Holy Angels, and 
js | in the Preſence of the Lamb. V. 11. 
1 And the Smoak of their Torment aſ-. 
to |: .cendeth up for ever and ever; and 
£5 they bave no reft, Dey nor Night — 
od \ If Souls ſhall lie under the Puniſh- 
bis |} ment of Senſe for ever, they mult 
be- 4 exiſt for ever: for that which is 
ww 6 nothing by cealing to be, can have 
5 no Senſe of Puniſhmenc. 
1 Secondly, The Soul cannot die,or ceaſe 
ll to be, by any Internal Principles; fuch 
9, , ascontrary Qualities inthe Body,which 
N- after Conflicts, and one conſumed by 
y, t the other, caule the Death of the Bo- 
al dy-: as Fire in the Lamp licking up all 
b- che Oyl, cauſeth the Lamp to go out : 
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or if too much Oyl be poured in, and 
overflows the Fire, ir alſo is extinguiſh- 
ed. Neither can the Soul dye with old 
Age, as the Body will ; :for time is not 
the meaſureot the Duration of the Soul, 
as it isof the Body 3 bur Evitermey, and 
Beings meaſured chereby ,- tho* they 


| have a Beginning, yet ſhall have no 


Ending. 


Let this awaken all to provide a 
Lodging for their Souls, againſt the 
Hour they ſhall be ſeparated from their 
Bodies. Now our Souls dwell in Houſes 
of Clay, and theſe have their Foundati- 


Job 4- 19+ on in the Duſt, and will ſhortly fall, and 


the Soul be difpoſſeſſed, and turned out 
of this Houſe, in which it is a Tenant 


* at Will of the great Landlord of all the 


World, who might Seal a Leaſe of EjeR- 
ment at his Pleaſure ; when you can- 
not remove from one Houſz to another 
in the ſame Pariſh, in the ſame City, 


or in the ſame Nation; no, nor yet in 


the fame World ; but will be ſuch a Re- 
move as never yet you made, fron one 
World to another. 4 
Since then the Soul after Death will 
be in Being, it muſt be ſome where; for 
that which is no where, is nothing. 
but where ſhall it be 2 There are but 
Tw2 
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to Heaven. 
Two Places in the other World, where 
Souls ſhall be, Heaven, or Hell. Do you 
know in which? Or do not you think 
nor care in which your Soul ſhall live 
and lodge for ever ? If in Hell, your 
Lodging will be fo uneaſy, that in ic 
you cannot reſt. A Bed of Flames, a 
Lodging in boiling Lead or Oy], or 
burning Brimſtone, will cauſe you to 
cry out, 1 am wneaſy, I am wneaſy in my 
Lodging, I cannot reſt upon this Bed, 1 
catmot take one wink of Sleep! May I not 
change my Lodging? 1 am weary of being 
here. May 1 not goback again from whence 
I came ? I thought my fick Bed was uneaſy, 
but this s worſe, inconceivably worſe ! be- 
yond Expreſſion more painful and uneaſy ! 
But if I may not go back to my old Lodg- 
ings, in that World from whence 1 came, 
Let me ſeek a cooler Lodging -where 1 am ;; 
Let me rowve from one ſide of Hell unto the 
other, if I might find: ſome eaſy Corner, 
where I may a while bt free from Pain and 
Torment. But alas! I cannot, Wo # me, 
I cannot ! Every Nook = Hot, us Hot, s 
excteding Hot. The Fuftice of God pur- 
ſuef*me, wherever I go: My enraged Con- 
{cience doth accompany me, and tormenting 


 D.wils follow me ; and the Fire burns me 


ro what Place ſoever | haſten ; and there is 
no' Hore; O Deſperate Cale ! there w no 
Hope 
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Hope, either of Deliverance, or Mitigation 
of my Miſery. Die I would, but cannot ; 
ceaſe to be I would, bat muſt not. Curſed 
Caitiff that I am, in this Extremity I muſt 
lie and lodge to all Eternity. 


| Secure then your Ticle to an. Houſe 


Above: to Manſions in Heaven, that 
when your Soul ſhall be curned out of 
this, it may be received into that. How 
comfortable would this Knowledge be, 
on a dying Bed, when you ſhall ſay, 
This Tabernacle muſt be taken down, 
this Earthly Houſe is going to Ruins, 
ie can be repaired no more, - it can 
ſtand no longer ? Food I cannot eat to 
patch ic up : Medicines cannot remove 
that Sickneſs from me, which will re- 
move my Soul oat of chis Earthly Houſe. 
Bue I know, bleſſed be God, I know 
that I have a Building of God; an 
Houſe not made with Hands, Eternal 
in the Heavens. 2 Cor. 5. 1. 


IT.. Obſervation, The Suuls of Belie- 
vers, after Death, are tranſported into an 
Eternal State of Bleſjedneſs, The Body 
is carried and lodged in the Boſlom. of 
the Earth: the Soul is carried and laid 
in the Boſom of Abraham. 
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to Heaven. 

This Figurative Expreflion, Genotes 
2 Place of Love and deareſt AﬀeRion. 
Chriſt is God's dear Son, or the Son of 
his Love, Col. 1. 13. and faid to be in 
the Boſom of the Father, Fob. 1. 18. 
Fobn, the beloved of the Lord, is found 
neareſt Chriſt, lying in his Boſom, Fob. 
I3. 23. and There was leaning on 7«ſas 
bu Boſom, one of hs Diſciples whom e- 
ſas loved. 

The Boſom: is alſo a Place of Eaſe and 
Reft, and ſweet Repoſe : So God com- 
forting and giving Reſt unto his People, 
is (aid, to carry chem in his Bolom, 
Jay. 40. 11. Thus Lazarw , wearie 
with AﬀiRion,'want and Poverty, was 
received up to Everlaſting Reſt. 

There are Conj<&ures why Abra- 
ham's Boſom is mentioned, rather than 
the Boſom of Adoſes, or David, or any 
other that were in Heaven. 

x. Becauſe he was on Earth piven to 
Hoſpitality ; Gen. 18. he entertained 
Three Angels; and the' Angels carried 
the Soul of thi Beggar, who: could not 
obtain the leaſt Alms at the Rich Man's 
Gate, into Abraham's Boſom, where 
his Wants were all preſently ſupplied. 
The Rich Man was a Churl; Abra- 
ham was Charitable. The Poor Man 
was 


; 
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was Carried. from the Churl's Door, to 
the Charitable Man's Boſom. 

2. Becauſe he was the Father of the 
Faithful, and the Father's Boſom is the 
Child's Place. 

3. Becauſe the Promiſe of Canaan, the 
'Typeof Heaven, was made to him and 
his Seed for ever. \ 

Bur I conceive the plain meaning is, 
That he was carried into Heaven, 
where the Faichful, with 4brabam, the 
Father of all the Faithful, ſhall be ga- 


-thered, fit down, re(t and be comforted 


for Ever : as Mar. 8. 11. I ſay unto yos, 
that many ſhall come from the Eaft, and 
from the Weſft,, and ſhall fit down with A- 
braham, Iſaac and Jacob mm the King- 
dom of Heaven. * 

Saved Souls, poſle(t of their Manſions 
in Heaven, ſhallhave perfe& and per- 
petual Reit from all Evils that afflie, 


'moleſt and burden them, and cauſe 


them here, in the Place of their Pil- 
grimape, and Travel to their Eternal 
Home ; to ſigh and fob, to grieve and 


, groan, <o weep and Mourn; 'when 


Rom.”7. 
33. 24: 


 lodg'd above, they ſhall reſt for ever. 


' 1, From the Is-dwellings of Corruption. 


bs While the Soul dwells here in the Body, 
' Sin will ell in the Soul: While che 


Believer 


— veces. S* 


ns tn. Mt bs. a 5 


to Heaven. 


Believer is here a Sojourner, Sin will 
be his conſtant, diſquieting, moleſting 
Inmate : When Body and Soul do parc, 
then Sin and the Soul ſhall alfo part ; 
and tho' Body and Soul ar length ſhall 
meet again ; yet they and Sin ſhall meet 
no more. 

2. From all Treables arifing from un- 
godly Men : Theſe ſhall perſecute, im- 
priſon, diſturb their Peace no more, 
for ever. 

3. From all Temptations of Satan. The 
Devil got inco the Earchly Paradiſe,and 
and by his Subtilty beguiled our firſt 
Parents; but is caſt down from Heaven, 
ro return and enter no more; nor 
ſhall be a Tempter to any in the Cele- 
ſtial Paradiſe any more, for ever. He 
might follow his cempring Trade with 
us on Earth, but muſt leave ir off, as to 
all in Heaven. 

4. From the Imperfe&#ion of their Gra- 
ces, Here our Faith is fo feeble, our 
Love to God and Chriſt ſo little, our 
Delight ſo ſmall , our Knowledge fo 
ſhore, our Defires fo fainr, our Hope fo 
wavering, and all our Graces in ſuch 
low Degrees, that we often call all into ”: 
Queſtion, donbt of our Sincerity, fear 
Hipocniſy, and think our Attainmenrs 
great, if w's mourn the more, becauſe 
we 
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we love no more ; and have more De» 
fires to deſire more ; and forrow \the 
more, becauſe we delight in God and 
Chriſt, and Fore-views of the glorious 
State Above no more. And theſe make 
us more reſtleſs on our Sick Beds, becauſs 
our Souls are Sick, as well as our Bo- 
des; and our inward Man as Weak as 
our outward Man is; And too many, 
inſte.d of departing in Triumph, with 
Aſſurance of Salvation, breath out their 
Louls with mourning Complaints and 
Fears, concerning their future Eternal 
Srate ; leaving the World with theſe 
piercing Queltions!, 15 God mine ? Ts 
Chriſt mine ? Sball Heaven be mine? [ 
am going, but I know not whither, I muſt 
I muſt leave all my deareſ® Friends in this 
World ; but what will be my Company in 
the next 2 

Bur when cheſs Holy Souls ſhall be 
carried into Heaven, all theſe Mitſts 
{ball be diſpe]l'd ; theſe Clouds ſhall be 
ſcatier'd; this dark and gloomy Day 
ſhall end in a bright and glorious Sun- 
ſhine for evermore. For when they are 
come to that which is Perfect, and that 
which: is Perfe& is come to them, that 
which is in Pare ſhall be done away, 
1 Cor. 15. T0, 12, For al] the Spirits cf 
Jaſt **. 


Ag - 4 * _ 


_— 


to Heaven. 


Juſt Men, carried thither, are made Per- 
tet, Heb. 12. 23. 

5- From any Deſertion from God, The 
Children of God, in that Lighe, ſhall 
walk no more in Darkneſs. Nor que- 
ſtion the Love of God co them, nor 
their Love to God, any more than we 
can queſtion whether ic be Day, when 
we (ee the Sun to ſhine in its greateſt 
Brightneſs; or whether Fire be hor, 
when ic warms our Hands. 

Not one ſhall there ſay, My Lotbath 
forſaken me, or my God bath forgotten me. 


No fuch Queſtion there ; Wil the Lord Pſal. 77. 
caft off for ever ? Will be be Fawourable 7% 9: 


mo more? Is bis Mercy clean gon for ever? 
Doth bis Promiſe fail for evermore ? Hath 
God forgotten to be Graciow ? Hath be in 
Anger ſhut up bs tender Mercies ? ' Wh 
I was on Earth, this was my lairmic; 
but now in Heaven, I will meditate on 
all thac bleſſed Work of God, that hath 
brought me to this Glorious Place; and 
reſting in my Saviours Boſom will 
talk wich this Holy Company, of all 
the Marvels and Wonders of his Grace; 
in bringing me to this happy State of 
Life, and Light, and Love, and per- 
fe& Reſt for Ever. | 

+6. From all Diſcords and Diviſions that 
were amongl(t believers on theic way an 
Earth, 
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Earth, to this State in Heaven. There 


they are all of one Mind, of one Heart | 


and. Way : "There is ao- Diverſity of 
Judgment, no Alienation of Afﬀection, 


no raſh and uncharicable Cenſures ; but - 


all filled: with Love to God and one 
another. 


7. From all enſuaring Allurements of | 


this World. Theſe, too otcen, did deaden 
their AfﬀeRions cowards God, interrupt 
their Communion wich him, and by 
the World's Smiles, were ſometimes 
broughtunder God's Frowns ; and when 
ie was beſt with cheir Bodies, it was 
worlt wich their Souls: and the more 
they enjoyed of the World, the leſs 
their Converſation was in Heaven. But 
there they have got above all worldly 
Profits, all fleſhly Pleaſures, all carnal 


Joys; and ſhall bathe themſelves in thoſe + 


Rivers of Pleaſures, and be delighted in 
that fulneſs of Joy, which is in the Pre- 
ſence of their Lord and Saviour to all 
Eternity. 

8. From all &/frafing Cares, and dif- 
quieting Fears, about the want of things 


neceſlary to bear their Charges on their 


Journey, while on Earth, to the Boſom 
of their Lord. They ſhall havenomore 


Mat. 6.25. tieed of ſuch Gaurions, Take no thought 


' what - ye ſhall eat, -or what je full drank, 


Ha ben, ba. A aw «a 
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er wherenuthol- ye ſhall be clatbed:. For in 
that Place and State they ſhall be:hub- 
gry no: more, nor thirſt any more, nor Rev. 5416. 
teel any Want of any ſuch things ; but 
ſhall live without cheſe, as Angels in 
Heaven do. 7.6 
9. From all Troubles and Remorſe, and 
of Conſcience. Conſcience that 


PR 
| rar 7h remain in the Boſfom of the 


Damned, ſhall Ecernally corment, and Mr: 9-44- 
gnaw upon them; and, for very Vexs- 

tion, ſhall cauſe them to cry out, What zeb.11.25, 
Faols were we, for ſhort Pleaſures of Time, 

to run mo theſe Everlaſting Pains 8 What mat.16.26 
Madneſs did poſſeſs ws, for ſmall Profits of | 
tht World, to loje the Enjoyments of all 
the Happineſs of Heaven 5 What DiſftraQi- 
on did ſeize ms to come to this filtby, loath- 
ſom Dungeon ! to this dark ard diſmal Pri. 


* © ſom, for the fading Hinours of a ſhort and 


Tranſitory Life ? Curſed Caitiff« that we ave, 
that did prefer the good Things of 'our cor- 
rupt Fleſh, before the things that were really 
good for Body or for Sou! | Miſerable Hell- 
bounds ( for ſo now we are, and muſt for 
ever be) to keep our Sins, and loſe our Souls; 
zo gratity our Luſts, and for them to be caſt 
out fromthe comfortable Preſence of the 
bleſſed Lord ! To ſell Heaven for a Merry- Luke 15. 
bout to come ſhort of Eternal Toys, for 16, 
aw Ale-bench Song, and there to drink and 
1 C ſwill 


\ 
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fwill, ike Hogs at @ Trough, and now to 
lie in tormenting Flames, and cannot obtain | 
one Drop of Water, (tho' a River would | 
not be enough) #0 cool our Tongues. | 

But the Saints in Abrabam's (or rather | 
in their Seviow's) Boſom, ſhall have a 
quiet, ſedate, and rejoicing Conſcience 
in their own, that ſhall refreſh and com- 
fort them, chat they did deny them- | 
ſelves, to ſave themſelves, that they did 
venture or ſuſtain the Loſs of Life, to ob- 
tait\ Ecernal Life: that they took joy- 
fully the ſpoiling of their Goods, that | 
they might have in Heaven a better and 
more enduring Subſtance. 

10. From all irkſom Wearineſs in Holy | 
Exerciſes. While they are in the Boſom | 


[ 


_— IT 


of che Church Militant, they are too }. 


often weary in doing their Duty, when | 
they are not weary of doing of it ; and | 
the better they do it, the more weary , 
they are in doing of it: and if chey are 
weatry of it, it is becauſe they do ic no 
better. They are weary of a dull and | 
lazy, flothful Heart 3 they are weary of | 
their unbelieving, hard and unaffected | 
Heart ; they are weary of their diſtra&- | 
ing Thoughts, and wandring Minds, 
and roving Afﬀe&Rions: But the more } 
Lite and Livelineſs, the more aRivity | 
and exerciſe of Faith, and Love, De- 
| { firs 


Ja doing, they find the Spiric is willing ,,,, 4. 


| to Heaven, 
ſire and Delight, of Joy and Hope they 
perform them wich, the lefs weary they 
are of them : Much labour feemeth light, 
long time feemeth ſhore, and the great- 
eſt Pains are pleaſant tothem: and in 


when the Fleſh is weak. at. 
The Damned, in the Bowels of Hell, 
and in the Devil's Boſom, are weary of 
their Torments, of their Pain and Pu- 
niſhment; ſuch a Boſom is no Place of 
Love or Reſt ; and the more they are 
embraced in the Devils Arms, the more 
uneaſy ſtil} they are, and wiſh that he 
could bug them into nothing ; and La- 
menting, fav, Have our Boſom Sins 
brought us to ſuch an uneaſy Boſom ? Have 
our embraced Sins brought us to the Em- 
bracements of ſuch cruel and mercileſs 7ot- 
mentors? We never bug'd our Sing'ſo mich, 
but the Devil buggeth us as cloſe» We-ne- 
ver kept our Sins ſo faſt, but the Devil 
will keep us now as long. We are weary, 
we are weary of this Place and Pain; more 
weary than we were of Prayers, and Ser- © % 
mons, and Sabbaths upon Earth; we were ; 
weary of them, and Death freed us from 
that Wearineſs > but now we are weary of 
theſe Pains, which we were weary in pray- 


ing againſt, and never muſt be freed from 


them. | 
C's But 
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But when the Soul is carried into 


Heaven, it ſhall be no more weary of 


the Praiſe, Delight and Loveic ſhall be 
imployed in for ever : and tho! it ſhall 
not reft Day or Night, ſaying, Huy, 


«8. Holy, Holy Loyd God Almighty, yet it 
| ſhall find ſweet and pleaſant Reft, both 


Night and Day, in founding unwearied 
Hallelujahs to the Lord, in che Savi 
our's Boſom. | | 

Take ſome Corollaries from what 
hath been ſaid. 

I. Let go your Boſom Sins, as' you 
would have your Souls carried into 4- 
brabam”s Bo 


16 31-33-Boſom Friend : neicher hide it in your 


Boſom. 

1. by indulging and cheriſhing of it, 
as a Mother the Child in her Boſom: 
beware of that Sin, which all other Sins 
are Servants to. 

2. By _— and pleading for it. 

3- By withſtanding the Reproofs that 
are given to you, for it. 

4. By pleaſing your felf in thinking 


| of it. 


Deut. 13. 


5. By not confeſling of it to God, 
who knows. the moſt ſecret Things in 
your Boſotn. 

2. Let no Boſom Friend draw you to fm ; 
not the Wife, or Husband of yas Bo- 
, m, 


0 % 
— 


Make no Sin your 


to Heaven. . 
ſom, or any as.dear to you as your own 
Soul, leſt when you are carried from 
them by Death, you be not carried by 
Angels into Abrabaw's Boſom. 

' 3- Let Chriſt bave a Room in your Bo- 
fam new, that you might be received in- 
co, his Boſom hereafter. Chriſt ſhonld 
liencareſt your Heart : He that is in the 


Baſom. of the Father, is moſt worthy 


of the chiefeſt and choiceſt Room in 
your Hearc. Say and do as-the'Spouſe, 
Cant. 1. 13. A Bundle of Myrvb « my 


_ hell beloved unto me, be ſhall lie all Night 


betwixt my nb oh : Some ſay Myrrh be- 
ewixt the Breaſts is an excellent Cordi- 
al: Chriſt in our Boſom is a reviving 
Cordial, for it is a Pledge that we here- 
after ſhall be in his. 

4- When the Souls that ſhall nor be 
carried up to Heaven, ſhall be dragged 


down to Hell, they ſhall hewe the Recom: Pal. 79. | 


pence of all their Wick:dneſs pour'd into 12: 
their Boſom, and of all their 'Reproaches, 
wherewith they have reproached the Lord. 


God. now faith, That then he will not x7, 5s, 6, 


keep Silence, but will recompence into 7. 
their Boſom, and will meaſure their 
former Works into their Baſom. 

5. Whatlſoever Soul, would be carrjed 
pp. to Hbrabaw's Boſom, mult be laborious 
:n, Religion while be is here. He muſt nei- 
; C 3 ther 
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ther hide his Sins nor his Hand in his | 


Boſom, not the one from parting from. 
it, nor the other from working with it. 


Prov.19.24 The ſlorbful Man that bideth his Hands mm 


his Boſom, and will not ſo much as bring it 


to bis Mouth:again, muſt ſtarve, becaule : 


he will neither work nor eat: And he 


that hideth his Sin in his Boſom, and ' 


will notſo much as bring it to his Mouth 


| 


* 
: Li 


Penitently, and wich Brokenneſs of 


Hearc, to confeſs his Sin, ſhall be damn- 
ed for his Sin. Angels will carry no 
Idle, Slothful Souls to Heaven : Abra- 
ham's Boſom is no Place for Loiterers : 
Te is thoſe that Fight, and Run, and 
Wreſtle, and Overcome, that ſhall have 
Repole and Reſt in Abrabam's Boſor : 


Mat. 11, ,For, The Kingdom of Heaven ſuffereth Vi- 


I2, 


olence, and the Violent take it by Force. 
III. Obſervation, 4 graciows Sou! ſe- 


parated from the Body, us preſently carried 


by Angels into a State of Happmeſs in Hea- 
ven. Ac Death iris not annihilated, nor 
doth it fleep with ' the Body, neither 
doth it ſtay in any other ſuppoſed Place, 
but is inſtantly on its Journey to Glo- 
ry, and immediately paſſeth into the 
Celeſtial Paradiſe. 

The ſure Word of God doth affure 
us of this ; and if we believe the one, 
we 


| 


to. Teavesn. 


.- ,, | we muſt grant the pther, ſince it:is fo 

In his | expreſs and full in the aſſerting of this 

Trot Dottrine,that is fo comfortable to ſan&i- 
ith If. | fied and prepared Souls. 

wds im ! Deſigning Brevity in this, I ſhall on- 

mg it ly alledge a few Texts that do confirm 

cauls | jt; 

d he f Luke 23. 43. Jeſus ſaid unto bim, Veri- 
and | þ,.. 7ſay unto thee, to day ſhalt thou be with 

outh | ye in Paradiſe. Where note, : 

s of I. The Afſerter. Jeſus ſaid unto him 
MN- ' (the penitence dying Thief.) 

' no. | 2. The Manner of bis Afſſertion. Verily, I 
bra- * ſay unto thee: A Word of Aſſeveratian 
IS 2 commonly uſed by Chriſt, in Matters 

, of great, undoubted Certainty and Mo- 
ave | ment. | 


Mm: | » The Thing Aſſerted. To Day ſhalt 
Fi | SY. be with > in Paradiſe. 9 

| Where obſerve, | 

[ x. The Place ſpoken of : That is, Pa- 
ſe- radife ; that is, the Third Heaven, 
ied where God doth manifeſt his Glo- 
- | rious Preſence. Thus Pasl, ſpeak- 
or ;* ing of a Man caught up to the 
ec | Third Heaven, preſently ſubjoins, 
©, | He was caught np into Paradiſe: by 
= Two Words intending one and the 
Ie | fame Place : 2 Cor. 12. 2, 4, 

- 2. Who ſhould be in that Place of 

'e :, . Paradiſe ; Thou that art now a 


k C 4 dying 


i 


Sa oror 
underftbgd:--- * * 
3- With whomn''the | 
- 7 hbutd beid Paradiſe : With Chriſt. 
Thou chat art with 'me on the 
_ Crofs, ſhaſt be with me in Hea- 


ven. 

4. hin'his Soul frould be with him 
in Heaven: To diy. To tay thou 
ſhalt die, . and to day thou ſhalc 
bave Ererhal Life: To day thou 
Thalt'expire on the Croſs, and to 
day thou ſhalt have a Crown 
of Glory in the Higheſt Hea- 
yens. 

The different Pointing of the Words, 

cbrrupting the Senſe, 'is ſuch a bold At- 


Muy 


tempt, that ſhould ir be admitted in 0-. 


ther Places, as the Oppoſers of the Soul's 
immediate paſſing into Glory, fawcily 
doin this, it would'be ſuch a mangling 


of the Scripture, that we ſhould be at. 


a Lofs to know the Meaning of many 


'plain Texts. 


What need had Chriſt to ſpeak the 
Words thus; Verily 1 ſay unto thee to 
day ? Did not he knowChriſt thet ſpake 
to him? Did not he hear him * And 
did he hear him that Day, and could 
not he tell that Chriſt ſpake'to him _ 

ay, 


Thod, hit &,' thy | 
ie could'riot | 


' 
itent Thief : 


| 
| 
; 
F 
| 
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to Hewven. 
day, except Chriſt added, to Day I 
__ thee? What need Chrift 2 "7 
afferting Yeril, to theſe Words, 1 ſay 
wnto thee 'to day? Could not the Thief 
truſt his own Ears, that he then heard 
Chriſt ſay to him, except Chrift add, 
Ferity, T do afiure thee that it is to day 
that I ſay this to thee ? 

Which is greater Ground of Support 
and Comfort to a dying Penitenr, to 
acquaint him, I ſay unto thee to Day, 
thou ſhale be with me'in Paradife ; but 
I do nor tell thee when, nor how ma- 
ny Thoufand Years hence, chis ſhall be 
thy Happineſs ; or thus, Verily I ſay to 
thee, to day, this very Day, thou ſhalt be 
with me in Paradiſe ? It is but a Dream, 
_ the Soul ſhall ſleep when a Man 
dies. | 

A Second Text is, 2 Cor. 5.6. There- 
'fore we are always confident, knowing that 
whilft we are at bome in the Body, we are 
abſent from the Lord, Ver.'$. We are con- 
'fident, I ſay, and willing rather tobe ab- 
ſent from the Body, and to be preſent with 
the Lord. | 

Here note : 

1. While the Soul is in the Body, we 
are in our Earthly Home. 

- **2. While the Soul is in its Earthly 
"Home, it is abſent fromcits true wn 
whic 
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which is in Heaven, from the Viſion 
and Fruition of God in Glory. 

3- When the Soul doth leave its Earth- 
ly Home,it goeth toes Heavenly Home: 
for when it is abſent from the Body, it 
ſhall be preſent with the Lord, in the 
Glorious Enjoyment of him to all Eter- 
nity. 

4+ The Oppoſition of theſe Two is 
immediate. To bs preſent in the Body 
is to be abſent from the Lord : To be 
abſent from the Body, is to be preſent 
with the Lord, 

5. The Confidence of the Apoſtle 
that there is ſuch aGlorious State, which 
is the reaſon of our Willingneſs to leave 
the Body , that from thenceforth we 
might be witch the Lord in Heaven.De- 
ny the Souls immediate paſſing to God in 
Glory, -and you take away che Reaſon 
of the Choice, rather to be abſent from 
the Body, than to be preſent in ir. 

The Third Text is, Pb4l. r. 23. For 
I am in a Straight betwixt two; having a 
defire to depart, and to be with Chriſt, which 
3s far better, Note, 

1. The Apoſtle's Straight. Two things 
were before him, to live or die, Reaſons 
ſwaying him ſometimes to the one,ſome- 
times o_ the other : For the Guod-of 
God's Church, ic would be better for 


him 


| 


: 
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tos Heaven. © 


him to live than die, Ver. 22.. For his 
own Advantage, it would be better for 
him to diechanto live, Ver. 2r. This 
was hisStraight. 

2. His ows Inclination, and vehement' 
Deſire, in reſpe& to himſelf, that he 
would chuſe rather to depart, than to 
continue upon Earth. 

3. The Regſon of his Deſire and Wil- 
ingneſs to depart, that he 'may be with 
Chriſt: But there would be no Reaſon 
in this Reaſon, if by departing, he ſhould 
be nothing the ſooner with Chriſt. 

4. The Preference of one State before 
the other, or the comparing of the one 
with che other : Ir is better to die and 
be with Chriſt. There is an excellent 
Gradation in the Text : 

It is Kecoyor, better. 

It js waxacr Keelovoy, far better. 

Itis mand way Kpcooor, far better by 

much, 

Bue if a Believer die, and the Soul 
is not the ſooner with Chriſt, than if he 
had lived longer, it would not , have 
been better but worſe, for while the A- 
poſtle lived he had himſelf much Com- 
munion with God, but if he departed, 


' and not with Chriſt, he had none. 


While he lived he was uſeful and pro- 


29 


fitable to the Church on Earth, bue _-- 
| afte» 
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'afrer his Departure he conld. not. | 
While he dived he did glorify God on | 
Earth; {but if he departed, and | 
went. not to Chriſt, he could not | 
; him,neicheron Earth,nor in 
Heaven. | 


- While he lived, he knew God, and 
loved him, and delighted in him, 
-and was ſenſible of God's Love to | 
him ;-but if he departed and went | 
'bot:ro Chriſt, he was capable of | 
none of :thefe ; and fo ſtill ic was ; 
worſe farworſe,far worſe by much, ! 
ito:depare than live. : 
This: might be largely improved by | 
way of uſe, which-l hope you will pca- 
Rically uſe in all your Ways, though I 
cannot ſtay to ſpeak, what ye ſhould, 
and I hope you will do, if you keep in 
Remembrance, that a pious ſeparated 
Soul is iprefently -on- his Journey to the 
higheſt Heavens, and who ſhall be his 
Convoy thither : Which was my fiſt 
Deſign in chuſing this Text, to 
entertain your thinking Minds upon 
this' Occaſion. 


- 
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' IV.. Obſervation, The Holy Anpels .of 
God-are the Bearer: that carry the [epara- 
-28d' Souls of | Believers imto Heaven. 


Men 


—_— — — —— 


I not. Men'take care for che Bearers of the 
z0d on Body, when dead : God'takes care 
, and | for the Bearers of che Soul, when 
Id not | departed. 


norin Men are Bearers that carry the Body 
co the Grave: Angels are the Bear- 


» and ers that carry the Soul co Glory. 

| him, {' Men mourning follow the Corpte to 
- - the Houſe appointed for all the Li- 
wenc | ving : Angels triumphing go along 
lle of | with the Soul to the Manſions pre- 
Was pared for all the Believing. 


uch, ! The Miniſtration of Angels, for the 
1 Good of Believers, is afferted in general, 
by | in Heb;/5. 14. Are they not all mmiftring 


Pra- } Spirits, ſent forth to minifter for them, who 
gh I ſhall be Heirs of Salvation ? Where may” 
uld, | be noted, | 
pin j 1. The Nature of Angels: They are 
ed . Spiries, intelleftual, immaterial, imazor- 
the } tal and active Creatures; the noble(t and 
his | moſt refined Part of God's Creation: 
uſt c more excellent than Man ; yet Servants 
to : to Chriſt their Lord. 

on | 2. Their Office : They are Miniſtring 


Spirits. 
| 3- Their Number: All of them are ſo, 
of | if chere be Degrees and Orders among 
" chem, all and every one of them, from 
the highelt co the loweſt are God's Ser» 

; vants, waiting and attending upon him, 
3 23 | to 
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to. go and come as he appoints, for the 

Good of the People of God, whoſe 
| Fellow-ſervants they own themſelves co 
be, Rev. 19. 1o. and 22. 9. 

4. Their Commiſſion: Being ſent before 
chey go, they muſt have their Warrane 
from God, beforethey move; Pſal. 103. 
20. Bleff the Lord, ge bis Angels, that 
excell in Strength, that do bis Command- 
ment, hearkening to the Voice of hu Word: 
tho' they have Power to Act, yet they 
muſt not, nor do they ſtir, without a 
Command from God. 

F- Their Execution: They areſent, and 
then they Miniſter ; They hearken to 
the Voice of his Word, and then they 
do his Commands. | 

6. The Obje& of their Miniſtration, 
or the Perſons they are charged with : 
Such as ſhall be Heirs of Salvation. 

Angel is a Word not fo much to ſigni- 
fy their Nature as their Office, that is 
to fay, they are Meſſenzers, to go at the 


Command of their Sovereign Lord, up- 


on his Errands from Heaven co Earth, 
and back again from Earth to Heaven ; 
Gen. 28. 12, And be dreamed, and. behold 
8 Ladder ſet upon the Earth, and the Top 
of it reached ro Heaven, and bebold, 
the Angeli of God aſcending and deſcending 


on it. 
The 


Ce as ets 
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' to Heaven. 31 
Sara | — The Miniſtration of Angels in the Gen-18.10. 
120'® | Behalfofthoſe thatſhall be Heirs of Sal: 74-13: 
ia vation from their Birth rotheir Death, FF IH, 
7” 2 (yea, and ſometimes before their Con- 13, to 18. 
crane | Ception) iscopioufly treated of inScripe- 
6 tare, but from their Death 'to their Paſ- 
WIA ſage to Heaven, and afterwards, is more 
«m4. | {paringly mentioned ; bur one Saying 
4. | Of Chriſt (as this concerning che Poor 
hey | Man's Soul ) is ſufficient Evidence of 
os ) !' their conveying of them from the Place 
* } where they die; tothe Place where they 
ang | {hall live for ever. 
rg Ic will be needful, to more clear Pro- 
Bo cedings about the Angels conveying the 
my Souls of Believers, from their Death, to 
= | the Place and State of Happineſs, topre- 
h: | miſe ſome Propoſitions; which are, 
Þ I. That God by bs abſolute Power is 
. 7 able todo thoſe things, which in the or- 
Fo i diaary courſe of Providence, he maketh 
+ uſe of ſecond Cauſes, toaccompliſh and 
4b bring to paſs. Whathe doth by Means, 
x4 be can do without any Means; he hath 
he tied us to the uſe of Means, which he 
ir 7 himfelf is not obliged, chro'any need of 
- | them, co make uſe of. So by his Pow: x.49. 34. 
54 | - er he ſupported Moſes and Elias Forty 28. 
+ ({ . * Days, without Eating or Drinking ; yet 1 King. 19. 
's in the ordinary Way of God's Appryine- ** 
"XK ment, that we might live, we mult —_ 
at 
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Eat. and Drink. Therefore when we 


= of the Conveyance of Souls, by | 
the Miniſtca 


tion of Angels,to Abraham's 
Boſom, it is not to be thought, that he 
could. not do it without them, tho? he 
. doth..ie by chem. | 
TD ons arr of —k is os 
L and moſt ſatisfying Reaſon, why 
he' that could I go Souls co Hea- 
ven, by his own Almighty Power, will 


bave them conveyed thither by the Mi- * | 


niſtry of his Holy Angels. TotheQue- 
rift, that ſeeks for Reaſons in the moſt 
ſublime Myſteries of Religion (as Ele- 
&ion, Special Redemption, Effectual 
; Vocation, &c.) why one, and not 
another, is an Inſtance of God's 
Grace ; the Anſwer , That it is God's 
good Pleaſure, is, and cught eo be fati(- 
factory; Mat. 11.25, 26. Eph. r. 5, 11. 
and this good Pleaſure of God is extend- 
.ed to the Armies of Heaven, as well 
as to the Inhabitants of the Earth, Das. 
4- 35- | 
3. God's good Pleaſure, in his Govern- 
menc of Angels and Men,. is made 
known, not only in 57s Word, but alfo 
by the Events of his Providence: In our 
preſeac Caſe, Chriſt relates it as a Mat- 
ter of Fat done by the Angels, that 
they did carry che Soul of Lazarus into 
Abra-> 
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Abraham's Bolom. Now we know, what 
Holy Angelsdo, is God's Pleaſure chey 
ſhould do; for they do nothing but 
what doth pleaſe him. That Angels 
ſhould convey his Soul co Heaven, was 
God's good Pleaſure. | 

4 hs it is God's good Pleaſure to give 
the Kingdom, not to Men, as Men; 
but & believing, ſanRified Men ; and 
ſo to every one that is ſuch, to one, as 


- well as another : So it is the good Plea- 


ſure of God, that his Holy Angels ſhould 


. convey Souls to this Kingdom, not as 


Souls, but as believing, ſandtified Souls ; 
and fo every Soul that is ſuch, one as 
well as another, | 

It might be thought by ſome, that 
from this Particular Inſtance, of An- 
gels carrying Lazar his Soul to Hea- 
ven, an univerſal Concluſion cannot 
be gathered, that they thus Miniſter to 
all other gadly ſeparared Souls. 

Bue what may be ſpoken of one Indi- 
vidual, under this Reduplication ( as 
ſuch) of any Kind, may be ſpoken of e- 


' very Individual of the ſame Kind. As 


this individual Perſon (Peter) as a Man, 
1s a rational Creature : Therefore, eve- 
ry one, that is a Man, - is a rational 
Creature. By which, here I mean the 
ſame with Animal __ Diſtin&i- 

on 
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on'from Angels, it being nothing tomy 
purpoſe to debate, whether they may 
be called Rational, as well as Imtelleual 
Creatures. 

So this individual Perſon ( Abraham) 
was Juſtified, not ax a Man, but '& a 

:lieving Man : Therefore every Man 
that is a believing'Man, is Juſtified ; and j 
thus the Apoſtle draws an Univerſat con- 
ccrning all Believers, from what" as | 
written in the particular Caſe of Abra- * 
ham, as, a Believer; For from a Parti- | 
cular,. as ſuch, the Conſequence is good | 
fo all and every one that is ſuch, Which | 
{Axiom is commonly allowed. 

In the Macter before us, it is certain, 


, 
| 
: 
” 
i 


'Holy Angels did not carry Lazaras his | 


Soul to Heaven, & a Soul; for then ' 
they ſhould carry all Souls hither : Bur | 
a it was an Holy Soul; and if a Soul «x. 
Holy, ſhall by Angels be conduRed to 
Glory; then every Soul that # Holy, ſhall, 
be ſo conveyed alſo. 

5. Angels conveying Holy "IF] 
Souls to Heaven, doth not detract any | 
thing from the Glory of God; but doth | 
rather make it the more manifeſ}, and | 
is ſubſervient thereunto,, For, - 

Chriſt is their only Saviour, Angels 

their Carriers. 


Chriſt | 
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to Heaven. 


Chriſt is their Commander herein, 
they his Servants to do it. 

Chriſt by Angels brings Souls to pol- 
ſes that Happineſs, which ſomany 
Angels fell trom. 

Chriſt, as Mediator, is exaltedabove 
choſe Noble Creatures. *% 

Chriit manifeſts his conſtant Love to; 
and Care of the Souls of all Belie- 
vers; till he puts them. into' the 
actual Poſleflion of what he hath 
purchaſed for them: Chriſt came 
himſelf from Heaven to procure 
it, and ſends his Angels trom Hea- 
ven to fetch chem to ir : And this 
will be made more maniteſt, by 
conſidering the uſeful Service of 
che Miniſtration of Angels, in con- 
veying Holy Souls mto his Pre- 
ſence. | 

1. The Holy Angels are the Guides of 

ſeparated Souls, in their Journey to Hea- . 
ven.Itis a long Journey from a dying Bed 
on Earth, to the Heaven of Heavens : 
The one being diſtant from che other, 
ſome Millions of Miles, and a Way the 
Soul never went before, and to it, an 
unbeaten Pach ; ic ſtands in need of a 
Gaide, to direCt it in its Way, which 
is well known unto the Anpels, that 
have ſo often gone to and fro,from the 
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one to the other. Many Paſſengers in | 


a Ship, from hence to the Exſt Indies, 
thro? the vaſt and wide Ocean, will 
need a Pilot to ſteer their Courſe, or 
elſe might never arrive to their intend- 
ed and defired Harbour : So the Soul 
that is to paſs through the vaſt Regions 
of the fluid Air, ina longer Voyage, (in 
reſpe& of Diſtance) will need foe to 


condud it, that it might not miſs its | 
Way. It may be, it goes out of the Bo. | 


dy, not knowing whither ic is going, 


and how then ſhould it know its Way ? ' 


Therefore God that hath ſent his An- 
gels todire&and proſper the Way of his 
Servants on a Journey from one Place 


to another upon Earth, (Gen. 24. 7,40.) ' 


will much more ſend his Angels to di- 
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re& their Souls, in theic Travel from * 


Earth to Heaven. 


2. Angels are ſent to be the Guard of. 
ſeparated ſan&ified Souls. They are to . 


paſs through the Devils Territories,who 
is the Prince of the Power of the Air, 
Eph. 2. 2, 3. where are numerous and 
powerful unclean Spirits, which are 


Principalicies and Powers, and Spiritu- : 
al Wickedneſſes in high Places, Eph. 6. 
. 12. Theſe would intercept the Holy 


Soul, in its Journey Home to Heaven ; 


but Holy Angels are its Guard to con- | 
duct | 
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dud it through the Hoſts of Devils, and 
prote& it as it paſſeth along. 

This hath been the __— Miniſtra- 
tion of Anpels for the Safety of God's 
People from their Enemies in this Life : 
As when Facob was to meet his Brother 
Eſau, who did reſolve to kill him; Gen. 
'32. I, 2. Jacob went on bas Way, and the 
Angel of Ged met him, and he ſaid, this 
is God's Hoſts ; and be called the Name of 
the Place, Mahanaim, i. e. Two Hoſts, 
or Two Camps; the'one to go before, 
the other behind him, or one on the 
one ſide, and the other on the other, 
to keep him ſafe from Danger every 


way. 

If God ſend his Angels to guard his 
Servants in this Life, when in Danger 
of their Enemies, will he not much 
more to defend their ſeparated Souls in 
their Paſſage to Heaven, when they are 
to pals through the Air, where Devils 
do ſwarm ? eſpecially if cheſe Things 
be conſidered : 

Firs, When the Hoſt of Devils that 
the Soul is to paſs through, is far more 
numerous, than Eſau's Company againſt 


Facob. 


Secondly, When Devils are more impla- 
cable againſt the ſeparated Soul, chan 


Eſau was againſt fecob; for he was re- 
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conciled to him ; but Devils never will 
to Holy Souls. 

Thirdly, When Devils are more Pow- 
erful to a& againſt the ſeparated Soul | + 
on its way, than Eſau and all his Com- | 
pany were againſt Facob, when he was 
on his Way. | 

Fourthly, When the Danger, at the 
moſt, that God's People are in from 
Wicked Men, is the Life of the Body, 
but without doubt, ſuch is the Malice of 
Devils againſt holy Souls ſeparated from 
their Bodies on their way to Heaven, 
that if not defended, they would ſeize * 
them, to keep them from Eternal Hap- | 
pineſs in Heaven. | 

Fifthly, When this is the La## Seaſon |; 
they ſhall ever have to make any Ar- i 
tempt upon the Holy ſeparated Soul, | 
which when once entered into Heaven's * 
Gates, ſhall be aſſaulted no more for ' 
Ever. | 

Tho' the War wich Devils, in ſome 
ReſpeRs, might be over as ſoon as the ; 
Soul is ſeparated from the Body, that * 
it ſhall be no longer managed by the + 
ſame Subtilties, alluring Temptations, | 
Fleſhly Enticements, evil Suggeftions, { 
ſenſible objeive Snares; yet I conceive, | 
in other ReſpeRs, the War is riot end- | 
ed, till the Soul is ſafely arrived in . 
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Heaven, but is carried on in a different -. 
Manner, to what it was in the Body : 
When in the Body, he aſſaulted the 
Soul not by Violence, but Perſuaſion ; 
out of the Body, he knows it will be in 
vain to aſſault by Perſuaſion, therefore 
on its Way would ſeize ic by Violence, 
did not God, by his Angels, powerlſui- 
ly preferve ic. For as Pharaoh and his r:0d, 14. 
Hoit purſued the Children of Trael, 9, 28, 29. 
when they had eſcaped out of Egypt to 
the Red S2a, where- God opened the 
Waters to [ſracl to paſs thro*, and ſhut 
them upon Pharaoh ; fo Devils will per- 
ſue the Soul to the Gates of Heaven, 
till God open to the Soul, ard ſhit them 
againſt che Soul's Purſuers, 
For 2s hee are Principalities and 
Powers of Hell, thit way-lay the ſepa- 
rated Soul; fo the Principalities and 
Powers of Heaven are ready to {ecure 
it, And if the Devil contended with 7,7 y. a. 
the Archangel, and the Archangel with * : 
thz Devil, about the Body of Mojes,why 
ſhould we think there is no War, be- 
ewixt the Principalities of Heaven and 
Hell, about the Soul on irs Way io Hea- 
ven, or that the Soul is not active in re- 
fiſting, the violent Aſfaules of Devils, in 
Conjunction with the Holy Angels? 
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3- God's Love to, and Care of bu Peq- 
ple is manifeſted in the Miniſtration of 
Angels, in that they are charged to be 
their Keepers in all their Ways, P/al. 
91. 11, 12. Now the Way of Believers 
is Two-fold, and they are to keep them 
in both, or elſe they do not keep them 
in all. 

1. In the Way of their commanded 
Duty, in this Life. 

2. In the Way to their promiſed Re- 
ward, and they are in this Way 
immediately after Death, cill they 
enter into Heaven. 

ls it likely God ſhould charge his An- 
gels with them, to keep them from 

angers, while they keep in the way 
of Duty, and give them a diſcharge 
from keeping them on their way to their 
Reward? eſpecially when they are in 
Danger of Devils, not only in the way 
of their Duty ; but alſo (paſſing thro' 
their Territories) on their Way to their 
Reward, paſting from Earth to Hea- 
ven. 

Do not the Angels of the Lord en- 
camp round about them that fear him, 
to deliver them ? Pſal. 34. 7. Do not 
ſeparated Souls, on their Paſſage, fear 
God with an holy, reverential Fear, as 
well as when they were in their Bodies, 
| and 


to Heaven. 
and much more, and fo have ſtill the 
Qualification of ſuch as are the Objeas 
of Angels Miniſtration ? Do they now 
encamp round about them on every 
ſide, to deliver them from Danger, 
while they are liable thereunto, and 
will they decamp from them on every 
fide, to deliver them no more, tho! ſur- 
rounded with Dangers after Death, till 
their Souls enter into Heaven ? 

Eſpecially when their deareft Friends 
that take care of cheRurial of che Body, 
can be no help to theſepirated Soul, in 
its Travel to Heaven. Their Friends 
and Relations that miniſtred co them 
when ſick, and ontheir dying Beds, ill 
the Moment they gave up the Ghoſt, 
from that Inſtant have no more that they 
can do unto, or for their Souls 3. no, not 
ſo much as by their Prayers for them : 
And will Angels then forſake them al- 
fo, and afford them no more Help on 
their way to Heaven,than their Friends, 
whom they have left behind can do? 

4- Holy Angels promote and rejoice at 
the Converſion of God's Ele, becauſe 
then' they have a Right and Title to 
Heaven, Luke 15. 7, 10. And will they 
not be as careful of theic compleat Sal- 
yation, in watching over them till chey 
are 
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are put into theactual Poſſefiion of their 
Manſions in Heaven ? | 
5- Chriſt will uſe the Miniſtration of 
Angels, for the Salvation of all the E- 
leR, as to their Bodies, as well as their 
Souls uniced-to them,at his ſecond Com- 
ing,and will they negle the Conveying 
of the ſeparated Soul, while the Body 
eill then, is lefe bzhind? Angels ſhall 
be Chriſt's Servants then, 
x1. Ingachering together all the Elect, 
Mat. 24. 31. 
2. In ſeparating between the Rigite- 
ous and the Wicked, and ſevering 
* the one from the other, at. 13.49. 
3. In catching chem up to meet the 
Lord in the Air, 1 Theſ. 4. 17. All 
the Ele& that ſhall then be raiſed, 
and found alive, ſhall be caught up 
as in the Arms of Angels, to ſuch 
a Mecting wich their Srviour, as 
after itſhall be no parting ; for they 
ſhall be with the Lord for ever. 


Uſe I. Terrour. 


Learn hence, the woſul Cafe of eve- 
ry impenicent Soul, as ſoon as ſeparated 
from che Body : Every finally-unbelie- 
ving Sinner's dying Day, will be a dole- 
ful, dreadful, diſmal Day : His expi- 
ring 
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ring Moment will be the Beginning of 
ſuch Horror as the Soul was never in be- 
fore ; becauſe that very Moment it ſhall 
be ſeized by Devils, that ſtand waiting 
for it, and ſhall lay hold on it, as raven- 
ing Wolves, as roaring Lions, as enraged 
Tygers, leap upon their Prey. 

Luke 12. 20. God ſaid unto him, thou 
Fool, this Night (#m/13o1) they (that is, 
Devils) ſhall demand. thy Soul of thee. The 
word ſignifies to require onesoWn, which 
is his due; with Vehemency co call for 
it, and co demand it from one, tho' un- 
willing to give-ic ; yea, as it were, by 
Force and Violence to wreſt it from a- 
nother, as owing to him. This Fool 
ſinned all Day, and died ac Night : He 
ferved the Devil all Day, and at Night 
the Devilscame to reckon with him, to 
pay him his Wages : he took care where 
to lay his Goods, and the Devils took 
care where to lodge his Soul at Night 3 
he reckoned of many Years, but he had 
but that Day ; he was fortaking of his 
Eaſe, but the Devil took him and put 
him into Little eaſe ; yea, carried him 
to a Place where he could have no Eaſle, 
norReſt to all Eternity : he was forhis 
Cups,and Company, and Mirthin both; 
bur at Night he had ſuch a bitter Cup, 

an 
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and; frightful Company, that ſpoiled h!5 
Micth and turned it into Mourning. 

If one Devil, in ſome frightful viſible 
Shape, ſhould ' appear to you in the 
deep and ſilent Night, what Terrour 
would the ſight thereof fill you with ? 
Would not ſuch Fear and Trembling 
come upon you, as would make all your 

7ob. 4. 14, Bones to ſhake, and make the Hair of 

15. your Head ſtand up, when your Heart 
and Courage would fo fail you, that 

\ , you your ſelf would be ready to fall 
down ? as when the Diſcipes ſaw Chriſt 
walking on the Sea, they were troubled, 

" Mat-14.26 Saying, it is a Spirit; and they cried 
out for fear. 

Oh then, what Horror will the Sin- 
ful Soul be filled wich, nexe Moment af- 
ter Death | Oh, What Fear | What 
Trembling! What Amazement ſhall 
poſſeſs it ! How may we imagine, with 
what direful Shciekings ic will cry out 
and ſay, Who are all theſe? What Black- 
Guard # thu? What u« all thus Hoſt 1 am 
fallen into, and am ſurrounded with ? [ 

never ſaw ſuch a fight as thus : I bave often 
been in wicked Company, but 1 never fell 
into ſuch Compatiy as thy. Ob! ye greedy 
Devils ! Ye furious Furies ! Ye haſty unclean 
Spirits! What means your Rage ? Whither 
ao 
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do ye burry me? Whither will ye carry me? 
Carry thee ! Firſt, as Faylors we will car- 
ry thee as our Priſoner to the Seat of Fudp- 
ment, tobe Tried ; and being there condemmn- 
ed, next, as Executioners, we will ca 
thee to the Place of Puniſhment. 
Ob ! My woful Caſe! Oh! My remedi- 
Ie Miſery ! Oh ! My hopeleſs State ! Are 
theſe the Devils 1 did pleaſe * _ Are theſe 
they 14id ſo daily ſerve, ſo readily. yield an- 
to ? They could not in my Body have forced 
we to Sin ; bat now, juſt out of the Body, 
they do, they do, ob, what ſballI do? they 
do force me to the Place of Torment to ſuffer 
for my Sim. Wo # me! Is there mo 
Hope ? Alas for me ! Is there none to belp? 
Is there no eſcaping out of theſe Hands, I am 
ſo ſuddenly fallen into ? Ob, that Death bad 
killed me, as it hath my Body, from whence 
wow I am turned out! Ob, that I were 
without Life and Senſe, as now my Body « ! 
3h earthly Friends are mourning, weeping, 


and. groaning; .#ver my Breathleſs. Carcaſs ; 
end hefcHtelef Fiends are rejoicing that [ 


am come from thoſe to them. My Friends 
are mourning becauſe they have loſt me 
and theſe tormenting Devils are glad that 
they have found me : Men on Earth are not 
in ſuch baſteto carry my Body to the Grave, 
as theſe Devils are to carry me ro Hell. Ob, 
Curſed Caitiff that I am ! What —_ 
at 
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hath one Hour made ? What a miſerable de- 
ceived Wretch was 1, when in the Body, 
and bow convinced of my Self- deceiving 
Flattery, as ſoon as ſeparated from my 
Body ? 

When in the Body, I did think all would 


be well, as ſoon as out of the Body, I 
am ſure, woe i me, all will be 
Woe 


When in the Body I was amongFft my 


Friends, as ſoon as out of the Body, I 


am among #t mine Enemies. 


When in the Body, I did dream of being 


Happy ; as ſoon as out of the Body, 1 
aw it was but a Dream. 


When in the Body, I did hope, and till I 


parted from my Body, 1 would not.Idid 
not part from my Hope, that 1 ſhould 
be carried into Heaven ; but as ſoon as 


T parted from my Body, I parted from 


my Hope, and my Hope jrom me ; for 
theſe infernal Spirits are carrying me to 
Hell, and 1 cannot, fain I would, but 
cannot any longer hope for Heaven. 


When in the Body, the Devil and Sim 


did blind mine Eyes, that I could not 
ſee the ſandy Foundation, on which 1 
built my Expettation of Happineſs in 
tbe Higheſt Heawens ; but as ſoon as 
Death and Friends bad cloſed the Eyes 
of my Body, then the Eyes of my 
Mind 
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Mind were opened,to ſee all my Build- 
ing on that rotten Foundation i gone © 
to Ruine, and I am poing in this 
Company to the Loweſt Hell. 


Such-like - bitter Cries, ſuch felf-la- 
menting Groans, we may conceive the 
ſeparated ſinful Soul to utter, as it is on 
ics way in the Company of Devils to 
the Place of Outer-darkne's ; where 
there ſhall be Weeping and Wailing for 
Ever. 

Yetif we conſider the Circumſtances 
that will farther aggravate thz Sorrow of 
the Soul, in its Journey to the Lake of 
Brimſtone, ariſing from the Company 
of unclean Spirits, that are dragging it 
along to the Place of Tormenc, which 
the diſtreſſed unſaniftied Soul ſhall be 
apprehenſive and ſenſible of, it will pafs 
our Thoughts to conceive, and our 
Words to expreſs how 'greac its Horror 
will be, and what Fear and Trembling 
it will be filled with, when it ſhall find 
theſe Carriers of it to Hell, co be, 

xt. Exceeding Powerful and Strong,that 
the ſeized Soul is nor able fo to reſiſt as 
to reſcue it ſelf out of their Hands. Their 
Strength is ſignified by cheir Names, be: 
ing called, Principalities and Powers, 
Eph. 6. 12. and known by the Effects 
which 
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which they have done, in ſuch as have | 


.been poſſeſſed ; as we read of one, Mar. 
5. 3, 4- That no Man could bind bim, no 
not with Chains ; becauſe that be bad been 
often bound with Fetter? and Chains, and 
the Chains bad been plucked aſunder by him, 
and the Fetters broken in pieces; Neither 
could any Man tame him. How then will, 
this add tothe Miſery of the Soul ſeized 
by them, when, tho' ic ſtruggle, it can- 
not get free; tho? it ſtrive, it 15 to no 
purpoſe ; cho' it reſiſt, it cannot pre- 
vail ? O Miſerable Wretch that I am ! when 
I was. in the Body, I ſhould have reſiſted 
their Temptations, and might ; now I would 
their Power, but cannot. I ſhould have 
withſtood their enticing Perſuaſions , \ but 
did not, I could, but would not ; now I 
would withſtand their Force and Violence, 
but I capnot, fain I wou'd, but woe 1s me, 
I cannot : I muſt along with theſe dragging 
Devils; I would nt, but I muſt, for they 
are ſtronger than 1. 

2. This will aggravate the Evil of his 
Paſſage, inthat the Company of Devils 
is ſo Numerous : A Legion of unclean Spi- 
rits poſſeſſed one Man's Body, Mar. 5. 
9. and will not a Legion of them be as 
ready toſeize one Saul? Which, when 
:he ſeparated Soul perceives, enquires, 
Why ſo many ? Why ſo many to one * Why 

ſo 


' by Fighting, we might prevent our Cap- 
E 


to Heavey. 


fo many ſo ſtrong, to one ſo weak ? Are all 
of one Mind? Are ye all agreed to burry me 
to Hell? Is there not one among} you all 
will ftand my Friend ? Not one to take my 
Part, to be 'on my Side? Alas for me! Tho' 
they are many, they are as one. How ſtrange 
is this! that a Legion of Devils ſhould be {> 
unanimous in my Ruine, that all are called 
by one Name, as if many were one ! As the 
Devil that poſſeſſed a Man, beingasked, 
what is thy Name ? he anſwered, ſay- 


ing, My Name is Legiow, for we are yrs. , 


many. Never was a poor. Debter on Earth, 
carried to Priſon by the Foint-conſent and 
One-will of many Serjeants; 'as 1 poor 
Debter, am carried to the Priſon and Dun- 
geon of Hell, by the Foint-conſent and One- 
will of many Devils, . 

3. This will aggravate the ,Sorrow, 
the Soul in its Paſſage to its long and 
doleful Home will be filled with, That 
tbeſe Carriers are ſo ſwift and s&ive inthetr 
Motion : which will increaſe the Hor- 
ror of the Soul in its way, upon thaſe 
Accounts : 

Firft, Becauſe by flight it cannot eſcape 
from them. When we cannot reſiſt an 
Enemy by the Scrength of our Arm, yet 
we may eſcape by the Swifcneſs of our 
Feet : When we cannot get the Victory 


ceivity 
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tivity by Running. But this will give no | 


Relief co the ſeparated ſinfal Soul, be- 


cauſe evil Spirits are ſuch agile, ſwift, | 


and active Creatures, that move fo faſt, 
that the Soul cannot be more fpeedy 
than they : Tho' Holy Angels, as they 
are ſtronger, ſo they are (wifter than A- 
poſtate Spirits, being more able, ready 
and ſpeedy to protet and defend us, 
than Fallen Angels are to hurt and de- 


Tſay.6. 2.6, troy us; and therefore the Good are 


faid to have s, (which, as I remem- 


th. 


ber, is not of the Bad) ; yet- 


theſc Infernal Spirits are ſo much ſpeedier 
in their Moticn, than the Soul, that it 
can have no Hope of preventing their 
tranſporting of it from the dying Bed, to 
its Lodging in the Flames of Hell. 


Secondly, Becauſe by them it will be | 


brought /o ſoon to the Place of Torment. 
Men .on Earth ſin ſo much, ſwear fo 
faſt, and run in the Ways of Wicked- 
neſs, as tho' they could not get to Hell 
ſure enough, nor ſoon enough : But 
when they have done ſinning upon 
Earth, and are on their Way to their 


Eternal. Miſerable State, they will think 
Devils put chem on zoo faf, and carry | 
them with too much ſpeed; tothat Place * 
where their Entertainment will be :fo | 


bad. We may imagine the ſeparated 
Soul 


tt... 
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| 


to Heaves. 


| Soul, in the Devil's Arms, to lament it 


ſelf, ſaying, What ! Is my Forney like 
to be ſo ſhort, when my FJourney's End will 
be ſo bad ? Am I going whither I would not, 
and yet do theſe Carriers make ſuch haſte ? 
wauſt I thus be poſted to ſuch grievous Tor- 
ments, whence 1 ſhall never be delivered ? 
Tho' the Way be ſo uncomfortable; yet the 
Place will be ſo much more , when 1 come 


thitber 3 therefore let mie move more ſlowly 


' fo it: Tho I bave an Hell within me,on my 


way to Hell; yet, O that it might be a 
Thouſand Years before 1 enter into it ! but 1 
wiſh in vain; for thu ſwift Motion will 
quickly bring me to it. . 

4. The I={ultmgs of the Devils over 
their Priſoner, will aggravate its Miſery 
on the Way to Hell ; when, as they 
carry it along, ſhalt 'reproach it to this 


; purpoſe, Here is the Fool we took captive 


ot our Pleaſure! Here is the Sou that bad 
mo more Wit than to fop bis Earsto'the Calls 
of Mercy, to the Offers of Grace, to the 
Tenders of a Saviour, to the Commend: of 
God: God called him to repent, but be 


Swould not; God commended bim to believe, 


but be did not: We perſuaded him to fin, 
and be did; we enticed him, and he con- 


- ſemted'; we ſuggeſted, and be yielded. We 


 'bave bim, we bave bim ; away with him, 
wway with him; he «_ condemned, make 
Pry E 2 baſte, 


5r 
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bafte, away with him to the Place of Exe- 
eution: We led bimwith a String, we drew 
bim with a ſingle Thread, when in the Bo- 
dy, whither we lifted, but now we bave him 
mm Chains, tr drag bim to the Place whi- 
ther be is unwilling to go. Come along. 
Oh, not ſo faſt ! Come along, make ſpeed. 
Oh ! not ſo ſwift, I ſhall be there too 
ſoon: Too ſoon ! thou art expeed, thou 
art waited for , make haſte and come 
Way. 

5- Moreover, the Mercileſs Nature of 
the Devils, will add to the Amazement 
of the Soul in his Paſſage to the Place 
where it ſhall find no Mercy. As the 
Damn'd in Hell cry out for Mercy, for 
a ſmall Meaſure of Mercy, as may be 
ina Drop of Water, and no Mercy ſhall 
be ſhewn to them: fo the ſeparated 
Soul on its Way thither, tho? it cry to 
its Tranſporters for the leaſt Favour, 
ſhall find none. Might not we ſuppoſe 


It tocry out andiay, What ! Fill nothing, 


ſerve you but my Ruine! will notbingt 
pleaſe you but my Danmation ! Will nothinyy. 
ſatisfy you, but that I be made as miſere- 


ble as your ſelves ! have Pity upon me, if | 


Je bave any Pity in you, bave Pity upon 
me! AILT bove, 1 would give, that Im 

find ſome Mercy from you. Thow filly Soul! 
Thou haſt nothing left to offer unto us, to 


Pare 


| 


to Heaven. 


Pare thee, or to ſhew any Kindneſs to thee, 
that we ſhould het thee go: Death hath 
fripped thee of all, and thou art fallen na- 
Red mto our Hands : But it was thy (elf and 
not thy Money we defired: Thy Friends have 

ot tby Money, and did let thee go, but we 

ave gotten thee, and will not let thee go. 
Ob miſerable Soul that I am ! Did I ſerve 
you ſo conſtantly, ſo heartily, ſo chearfully, 
when in my Body ; and do ye ſerve me ſo 
cruelly, ſo unkindly, ſo unmercifully, as 
ſoon as I am ſeparated from my Body ! Is 
there none to whom I might look for « little 
Mercy ? ls there none in whom I migbt hope 
for belp and Succour, mm this diffseſſed Caſe 
that 1 am in? Let me turn mine Eyes eve- 


. Ty way, if I may ſee any bope of Help, when 


this Company I am fallen into, will afford 
me none. 

Firt,Lf Tlook back to thoſe my Friends, 
that loved me dearly, that miniſtred to 
me conſtantly, Night and Day, while I 
was with them; chat parted wich me 
with weeping Eyes, wich wringing 
Hands, with forrowful Hearts, cannot 
they relieve me ? Cannot they give Af- 
fiſtance ro me? When I was with chem, 
they did Comfort me ; when | was Sick, 
they gave me Cordials ; when I was in 
Pain, they did turn me, hoping I might 
have Eaſe; when I was afraid to Die, 

E 3 they 
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they ſpake Words of Comfort to me. 
But now, Hoe is me! being (eparated 
from my Body, I am out of their reach, 
I am paſt their Help, 1am no more ca- 
pable of receiving, nor they of afford- 
ing any Benefit unto me. They are in 
Time, I amentred into Eternity ; they 
are in one World, I am now in another, 
and there is no Converſe I can have with 
them, and there is no Kindneſs they 
can ſhew to me. | 

Beſides, chey might be ignorant of my 
Caſe, they might not know what Com. 
pany I am fallen into, nor what ts the 
way that I am going: Nay,they mighe 
be deceived, thinking I am travelling 


ro Heaven 3 when, alas! I find Tam |, 


poſting to Hell: Suppoſing the Holy 
Angels of God are carrying me to Glo- 
ry ; and therefore ſay, Oar Loſs & bs 
Gain : Whilewe arelefcin Trouble, he 
is going to his Erernal Reſt: and fo 
they do not ſo much as pity my Caſe ; 
and tho'they are weeping over my dead 


Body, yet they do not Mourn becauſe - 


of the Milery that I am in, when they 
imagine I am on the Way to Wdappi- 
neſs, tho'I find, Iknow , I amſare T 
am on the Road that leadeth to Eternal 
Darkneſs. 

; Secondly, Tho' theſe Devils of Hell 
that 
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that ſeized me, are mercileſs Devils , 
yet the God of Heaven is a merciful God, 
may I look up to him, and cry, Moſt 
Merciful Lord, behold my Miſery, be- 
hold my deep Diſtreſs; behold me, if 
ever, now behold me and have Compaſ- 
ſion on me ! See whither this Troop, 
this Hoſt of Internal Spirits are carrying 
me ; Stop them, oh! ſtop them in thei 
Way! or, if :hey will, and muſt to Hell, 
let not me go with them: Reſcue, O 
reſcue me our of their Hands, while on 
the Way; for if I eater thro' the Gates 
of Hell, and chey be ſhut upon me, there 
will be no coming back for Ever : no 
Hope, no Help for Ever. 

But alas! Woe is me ! I call in yain, 
I Cry in vain, my Petirion is in yain : 


Devils now can tell me, and Conſcience 


now doth tell me,ic is too late, and as they 
do tell me, fo I find that now it is too 
late,if I hail begged ſooner,I might have 
ſpeeded hetter : Mercy once, yea often 
begged of me, and I would not accept 
of Mercy : now I beg, and cry, and 
call ftor Mercy, and the God of my 
doth deny me Mercy, Mercy hat 

done with me, and Patience huth done 
with me, and Grace will have 10 more 
to do with me; but Wrath will, and 
Vengeance will, and Jultice hatis 4:id 
4 ; will 
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will have todo with me for Ever ; God 
isnow inexorable, his Wrath is now im» 
placable, his Anger againſt me, is never 
to be appeas'd. The Adverſaries have 
haled me to the Judge, the Judge hath 
delivered me to theſe Officers, that have 
their Commiſſion from him to caſt me 
into Priſon, to which I am now on my 
way ; from which I ſhall never return, 
till 1 ſhall pay the uttermoſt Farthing, 
which will never be. The Merciful God 
hath ſealed their Warrant to apprehend 
me, and they have ſerved ic upon me, 


and to carry me to the Place of Execu- 


tion, and I am with chem upon my 
Way unto it, without all Hope of Re- 
prieve, or Pardon. | 

Thirdly, May I not with better hope 
look unto Chriſt, that he that is the 
Way to Heaven might pity me, and 
ſtop me in my Way to Hell. It was he 


that came down from the higheſt Hea- 


ven, to prevent Sinners going down to 
the loweſt Hell. It was he that was Ta- 
ken, Arraigned, Accuſed, Condemn. 
ed and Crucified, that Sinners might 
be releaſed, diſcharged, and acquitted 
from the Guilt and Puniſhment of Sin. 


Te was he that delivered Men that were ' 


pofleſſed with Devils, rebuked them 
and caſt them out, and freed them from 
: theip 


to Heaven. 
their Power. O thac Chriſt would Pi- 


. ty me! O that he would have Mercy 


on me ! O that he would ſhew ſome 
Bowels of Compaſſion to me, nyw, even 
mow, before I am aQually lodged in the 
Flames of Hell ! | 

But this Cry, Poor FFretch that 1 am! 
this calling alſo is in vain ; for he did 
not die to ſave Finally-impenicent Sin- 
ners, and curſed I was ſuch an one: He 
did not deſign to ſave ſuch Souls that left 
their Bodies, Unbelieving and Unſancti- 
fied; and yet I did fo, curſed Caitiff! I 
did ſo. He would have ſtopped me in 
my Courſe and Way of Sin,but I would 
and did go forward; and now he will - 
not ſtop me on my Way to Hell, but 1 
muſt go forwards. 

Fourthly, It will be much more vain 
for me, ſeized by theſe Evil Angels, to 
look to the Holy Angels of God for Suc- 
cour and Relief: For they are Mini- 
ſtring Spirits for the Heirs of Salvation, 
bucl am an Heir of Hell: They are his 
Servants to execute his Will againſt the 
Servants of Sin and Satan, and ſuch an 
one I was, all the time of my Life of 


Trial : As they ffood with flaming Ge, 3. 24. 


Swords, which turned every Way, to 
keep fallen Man from the Tree of Life, 
ſo they ſtand, as ſee by God, with Fla- 
ming 


Att. 13. 
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ming Swords, turning every Way, to 
keep unſan&Rified Souls from entring a- 
ny Way into Eternal Bleſſed Life. Nay, 
they are to gather out of his Kingdom 
ſuch as work Iniquity, and to caſt them 
into the Furnace of Fire. 

Fifthly, Still will it be in vain for me 
on my Way to Hell, to look to Holy 
Souls lodged in Heaven ; as it was for 
the Rich Man in Torments, to look to 
Abraham and Lozarw in Gloiy. My 
Friends ( when I and they did live on 
Earth ) did often reprove, exhort, and 
counſel me, did then pity me, and 
mourn over me, becauſe they ſaw me 
walk in the Ways of Sin,and longed for 
my Converſion and turning unto God ; 
they died before me, and were carried 
by Angols into Abraham's Boſom,. after- 
wards I alſo was ſeparated from my Bo- 
dy, and Devils are carrying me to Eter- 
na] Torments, which they in. Heaven 


do not know, or if they do, they are fo - 


far from pitying of me, that they rejoice 
in the Righteous Judgments of God up- 
on all his implacable Enemies, how near 
ſoever they were related to them. 

It T then on my Paſlage to my dole- 
ful Home, am ſuch a forſaken Soul, for- 
ſaken of God, forſaken of Chriſt, forſa- 
ken ol all in Heaven and on Earth, and 
am 


— 


} is no hope, the Way is bad, the End 


| all my Friends are ſeparated ; my Body 


| ried by Mento a cold Graye, and Iam 
| ceeding hot, where my Pain will be ex- 


to Heaven. 
2m ſarprized by this Hoſt of Devils,there 


will be worſe, without End : O forlors ! 
forlorn ! What a forlorn Soul am 1' T and 


arid I am ſeparated; my Hopes and I 
am ſeparated na, \; is left to be 
Meat for Worms, and I am taken as a 
Prey to Devils ; my Body will be car- 


carrying by Devils to an hot Hell, ex- 
treme, intollerable, and eternal. 
Uſe IL Comfort. { ® 


That Angels are the Convoy of the 
Soul on its Paſſage to Glory, admini- 
ſters Comfort to all thoſe that are Heirs 
of Salvation. God hath net only prepared , c,,,., 
ſuch things for ws mm Fleawen, which Eye 
hathnot ſeen nor Ear heard, nor can wenow 
conceive bow great and Glorious they are; 
ſer forth by a Kingdom, a Grown, an In- 1.2.2, 
beritance, Manſions in our Fatber's Howſe, Jam. 1.12. 
aParadife, a City that bath Foundateans, an Col. 1. 12. 
Houſe not made with Hands, a Weight of 7%n"+ *: 
Glory, Incarruptible Treaſures, ©c. But 2 Cor-4e17- 
hath alſo ſecured our Way. unto them, 
by the Migiſtration of his Angels, who 


are 
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are to conduct our ſeparated Souls to the 
actual Poſſeflion of them. 

I ſhall amplify chis for our greater 
Delight and Joy in the Fore thoughts of 
it, by ſuch Conſiderations that do by 
immediate and neceſſary Conſequence 
flow from the Convoy of Angels recei- 


ving the Souls of Believers, at their Dif- | 


folution, wherever they die, and tranſ- 
porting them into the immediate glori- 
ous Preſence of God in the Higheſt 
Heavens, where when once lodg'd they 
will be happy for ever. 

r. The Excelency of their Company 
from Earch-to Heaven. 

2. Their Safety in their Paſſage from 
the one to the other. 

3- Their Dignity before they are aRtu- 
ally glorified in Heaven, 

4 Their Celerity and ſpeedy Motion, 
from and to ſuch'diftant Places, 

5. The  Exultancies of Joy, both of 
the Tranſporters and the Paſſengers, at 
has Arrival at the Haven of Happi- 
wag, "+40 

I. The Excellency f the Company the 
graciow ſeparated Soul is immediately re- 
cerved into, doth cauſe abundant Delight and 
7cy unto it. The Difference of the Com- 
pany it had while in the Body;and hath 

as 


[10 


| to Heaven. | 
25 ſoon as out of the Body, doth-preſent- 


ly ſhew ic is got into another State, in- 
to a New World. It had often heard of 


the Heavenly Principalitiesand Powers, Mar. 28. 
but they never appeared unto it before, 2> 34- 


Angels are ſuch glorious Creatures, that 
in this mortal State, we could not with- 
out Fear, Amazement and Trembling 
bear their appearing unto us. But when 
the Gracious Soul is out of the Body, 
the Preſence, Company, and Viſion of 
Glorious Angels ſhall tranſport it with 


| Joy, and fill it with great Delight. 


Tho! we cannot tell the Names of 
Angels that ſhall be ſent to convey - our 


4 Souls to Heaven ( there being but one 


Proper Name in Sacred Scripture attris, 
buted to a Created Angel, viz. Gabriel, 
Dan. 8. 16. and 9. 21. Lake 1. 19, 26. 


| which ſignifieth « frong Man of God, and 


mighe be a common Name to any An- 

| ſent by God upon any ſpecial Meſ- 
age, for every one is a ſtrong Man of 
God ) yet 'the Titles and Properties 
aſcribed to them all, are ſiffGient 
Grounds of Satisfa&ion to us, whoever 
of them ſhall. be commiſflioned by God, 
tro Condut us to the bleſſed State a- 
bove. | 

Twice we read of an Archangel, r The. 
4+ 16. Fade V. 9. which is Michael, g- 
nify- 
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nifying, who as God, or who is equal to 
God; to be underſtood of Chrift, the 
Son of God, the only uncreated Angel, 
for it pleaſed God to ſend his Son as his 
Meſſenger to declare to Men his Holy 
Will, and is ofcen, in Scripture, called 
an Angel, and he is that Archangel, who 
is the Head of all Principalities and Pow- 
ers, Coh. 2. 29. and all the other are his 
Servants and Attendants. 

.How much the ſeparated Soul (being 
then made perfe& in Holineſs) will be 
delighted wich the Sight and Know- 
ledge of this new Company,ſent to con- 
vey it to Glory, we might apprehend by 
Titles given to them, ſetting forth the 
excellency of them. 

x. This Convoy fent for it, are Holy 
One: : In Holineſs they were at firſt cre- 
ated, and their Holineſs they till retain, 
perſevering ini, Day. 4. 13. 17. and 
often called, Holy Angels, Mar. 8. 28. 
and 25. 31. 

2. They are Men of God, aſſuming 
the Shape of Men, when ſent to Men 
by God, Fudg. 13. 6, 9. 

3- They are Sons of God, having ft! 
the Likenels of God, in which they 
were at firſt produced, Fob. x. 6. 


4. They | 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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4..They are ſtiled Gods 5 not that 
God that is Fehovah, but ſuch Gods as 
are called Elobim, Pſal. 8. 5. comp. 
Pſal. 57. 7: 

5. They are God's Hoſt, Gen. 32. 2. 
by theſe God doth prote@ his People. 

6. They are twice called —— 
cauſe of their burning Zeal for God's 
Glory, in executing of his Commands, 
Ia. 6. 2,6. | 


7. They are called Cherubims, Thrones, Gen. 3. 24: 
Dominions, Principalities and Powers, im- Cob. 1. 16. 
| Plying cheir Vigour, Dignity, Govern- 


mente under God, over Things and Per. 
ſons in this World, and' the Right they 
have to the Government they take upon 
them. | 

Who can tell the Greetings, the Salu- 
tations betwixt theſe Glorious Angels and 
the Gracious Soul, at their firſt Meeting, 
after its Separation from the Body ? All 
Hail, O Bleſſed Soul ! Haſt thou fought 
a good Fight? We are come to carry 
thee in Triumph. Haſt thoa run thy 
Race ? We are appointed to fetch thee 
to thy incorruptible Crown. Haſt 
thou finiſhed thy Courſe 2 We are 
ſem to conduct thee to thy Eternal 
Reſt. The Soul might be conceived to 
reply, what Joy am I filled with at this 
your Salutation ! O ye Holy Ones, gr 
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glad amT toſee you? ye Men of Gad, 
ye Sons of God, how do I rejoice to 
meet you ? Are the Gods, the Hoſt of 
God, come to guard me cn my way to 
Glory? Are: theſe Seraphims flaming 


with Zeal for God, burning in Love to 


me, come to take me new!y ſeparated 
from my Body, to convey me to my 
Manſion in my. Father's Houſe ? Are 


theſe Cherubims, Thrones, Dominions, | 


Principalities and Powers come to de- 
fend me- from. the Principalities and 

Powers of Hell, and from the Spiricual 
Wickedneſſes in high Places, chrough 
whole Territories I am to paſs, unto the 
Place and Happineſs purchaſed, promi- 
kd and prepared for me ? O how glad 
am I of your Company in this long 
J—_ I am to go | How am I rejoi- 
- ced 1 
Way 1 never went before ?_ 

. And Blefled, for ever Blefled be my 
God, that hath ſent his Angels co be my 
Guide ard Guard. I muſt Praiſe him; 
I muſt Praiſe him before I get to. Hea- 


ven, who hath feacluck Fglorious:Train 
| to lead metoir;;hign-the Hoſt;&f that 
God chat; dEIWvc, and ſerve, and 


FRET: This is the Army of 
Bt” Heaven, to whom-E com- 
y ſelf, and reſigned my (elf; 
when 


mitted | 


# 


all have your Condu& in this 


"50, TROTTER 
> 


__—_. 
del 


.. oy Holy ones ſent from Heaven, 
© $541 F 


fo Heaven. 


when I was parting with my Body on 
my dying Bed: He hath not forgot me, 
nor his Promiſes that he made unto me: 
when my Father, my Mother, and all 
| my Friends forſook me, becauſe they 
; could go no further with me, he hath 
ſenc his Angels co take me up. O the 
Difference betwixt che Company that I 
have leſt, and this which I have found! 


In the Body I was in Company with 
ſinful Men, which were my Grief; 
out of the Body I am in Compa- 
ny with Holy Angels, which is 


my Joy. 

In the Body I did converſe with im- 
perfe&t Saints ; now our of che Bo- 
dy, with pure, ſpotlefs Angels. 

In the Body I was with mourning 
Friends; out of the Body, with eri- 
umphing Angels. 

In the Body I was with weak, tho' 
loving Relations, that would have 
helped. me, but they could not ; 
our of :the Body 1 am with theſe 
Angels that both can and will. 

In the Body,,on my dying Bed, I 
was With a few that watched with 
me Night. and Day, till 1 had 

£' made them almoſt wefry ; but 

!1t now, 'out of the Body; Ihave ma- 
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to watch me on my way unto that 
Place, where cliey and I never 
ſhall be weary. 

O Bleſſed Company! © Bleſſed 
change of Company ! I never was on 
ſach a Journey before; I never was in 
ſuch Company on any Journey before ; 
I never found ſuch Pleaſure in any Way 
{ went, in any Company I was ever in 
before ; and ſure the Place I am going 
to, I ſhall find to be ſuch, as I was ne- 
ver in before. Come, put on. 


IT. The Safety of the ſeparated Soul by 
the Convoy of Angels, will increaſe its Foy 
on its Way to Glory. It ſhall be preſencly 
freed from all Fears of Danger. 

In the Body ic was not without its 
Fears : Fears from without and within; 
from above and below : many Fears it 
was filled-with. 

x. From a Tempting Dewil, that on 
his dying Bed endeavoured to di- 
ſturb his Peace, ſuggeſting evil 
Thoughts, repreſenting the Evil 
of his Sin, multiplying and magni- 
fying.cthem by che 
that did accompany them. 

 2.. From I-dwel:;ng Siv; there being 
the Remains of Sin:abiding in his 


heart. I fear what this hard, 'un- |» 
believing! [5 


—_ 


ggravacions | #-: 


to Heaven. 


believing Heart will expoſe me to. 

3. From the Imperfetion and Weakneſs 
of hu Grace. I fear I do nor love 
God ; I ſear God loves not me; 
I fear I am not ſincere; I am a- 
fraid all my Duties have been done 
in Hypocriſy, and that I have noc 
walked before God with an Up- 
right Heart, 


- 4. From approaching Death. Poſſeſt 


with Fear about the Pains and 
Pangs of Death, how to bear them, 
and go thro' them ; about his rea- 
dineſs and preparedneſs for Death; 
about his Meetneſs for a Participa- 
tion of the Inhericance of che 
Saints in Light. 


5. And therefore from the ant of his 


Ewvidences of bis Title to Heaven, and 
Aſſurance of Sabvatton : For which 
Cauſe the departing Soul was filled 
wich crembling, perceiving it could 
not continue much longer in the 
Body, and yet afraid to leave it, 
ſaying, what if I ſhould be decei- 
ved? Whar if I ſhould make an 
Error m my Death about my Eter- 
nal Stare? Whar if, while I am in 


-- the Body, I ſhould ſuppoſe that I 


havethe Truth of Grace,and when 
out of the Body find that I had 
F 2 ' none ? 
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none ? This makes me afraid to 


think of Heaven, leaſt IT ſhould . 


miſs of it, or of Hell, leaſt I ſhould 
be doomed to it. : 

But as ſoon as the Gracious Soul is fe- 
parated from its Body, and beholds the 
Chariot and Horſes which God hath 
ſent for him, all his Doubts are imme- 
diately reſolved, and all his Fears pre- 
ſently expelled, and che Clouds that in- 
tercepred the Light of God's Counte- 
nance from him,are forthwith ſcattered 
and diſperſed. 

' Now the Safety of the gracious ſepa: 
rated Soul, and its Freedom from all 
Fears of Danger on its Travil to 
Heaven , by reaſon of this Angelical 
Convoy, will appear by theſe Circum- 
ſtances, or rather Qualifications of the 
Meſſengers ſeat for ir. 

Firſt, Becauſe the Soul is guarded 
with ſuch powerful Angels. Evii Angels 
that will endeavour to way-lay the Soul 
are [trong and powerful Spirits ; but 
the Holy Angels that are to defend ic 
on ics way, are ſtronger and more pow- 
erful than they ; not only in wes” ad 
compared with the other, bur alſo be 
cauſe Evil Angels oppoſe the Soul in 
their own Strength, by meer Permiſſion, 
wichout Afliſtance from God ; but Ho- 


ly 


to Heaves. 


ly Angels at not only by that Power 
they are indued with from God, but 
alſo by Commiſſion and Afliſtance from 
him ; andtherefore when we read of a- 
ny Fight and Confli& between the Bad 
and Holy Angels,the Good always over- 
came; becauſe Chriſt, who is that A4:- 
chael, is the Lord General of the Hea- 
venly Hoſt, and they fight under his 
Banner, and he that # the Captain of 
our Salvation, is the Captain, Leader, 
and Commander in Chief of this Hea- 
venly Army : Rev. 12. 7, 8. And there 
was War tm Heaven, Michael and his 
Angels fought ageinſt the Dragon, and the 
Dragon fought and bis Angels, and prevail- 
ed not, neither was there Place ſound any 
more in Heaven. 9. And the great Dra- 
gon was caſt out, that old Serpent, called, 
the Devil and Satan, which decerueth the 
whole World; be was caſt out into the 
Earth, and his Angels were cafi out with 
bim, Rev. 20. 1. I (aw an Ange! come 
down from Fieaven, having the Key of the 
Bottomleſs Pit, and a great Chain m his 
Hand. 2. And he laid hold on the Dr-- 
gon, that old Serpent , which is the Devil 
and Satan, and bound bim a Thouſand Years. 


.3- And caſt bim into the bottymleſs Pit, 


and ſet a Sea}-upon bim, that he ſhould de- 
ceroe. the Nations mo more. I hus the 
- EY Holy 
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Holy Angels are celebrated far their 
Power, being mighty Anpels, 2 The. 1. 
-7. and do excel in Strength, Pſal. 103. 
20, Their Power, under God, is the 
Soul's Safety, on its Way from Earth to. 
Heaven. | 

Secondly, The Soul by this Convoy 
is fate, becauſe conducted by fuch 
knowing Angels : Evil Angels, though 
they have loſt all 'thar Holineſs ehey 
were at firſt creared with, yet they re- 
tain great Meaſures of Knowledge, 


2 Cor.1 1.3, therefore we read of the Subtilty, of the 
2 Cor.2.11. $tratagems andDevices of theDevil ; yet 
Eph. 6. 11: the Holy Holy Angels are more know- 


ing than they, tor when Devils are caſt 
out, the good Angels do always behold 
the Face of God in Heaven, Mat. 18. 
IO, So that God revealing his Will to 
them about any Matter, Meſlage, or 
Perſon, they readil» know, and as readi- 
ly execute what he:reveaks to them to 
be his Will to be done by them. As to 
our preſent Purpoſe, by God's Revelati- 
on to them : 

1. They know tho/e that are ſincere» 


ly Holy ; for they rejoice at cheir * | ' 


Conver fion. 

2. They know when any Believer 
diffolved by Death; and when his 
Soul is ſeparated from his ww + 

| &ile 
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| 


| 


to Heaven. 


elſs. how ſhould they know when 


to come far it ? 

3- They know where any Believer 

. dies, at home or abroad, on his 

.- Bed or in the Field, by Land or 

Sea ; elſe how ſhould they know 

 wheretocomeſor it? 

.i4.\ They know the Soul ſeparated, which 

.-,, ts the Soul of a ſanified Man, and 

which of one unholy ; elſe how 

ſhould they know which to take, 

. and which to leave; which to car- 

ry to Heaven, and which to leave 

to Devils to be carried to Hell ; and 

here(thro? Divine Revelation) they 
never make any Miſtake. 

5. They know the Way from any part 
of this World,to the bleſſed World 
above, ' by their often coming and 
going, and never mils their Way. 

-. All which laid cogether, ſhews the 
Safety of Believers Souls, wherever they 
live, wherever they die, whoever they 
be, that there is no fear that chey ſhould 
not be found by the miniſtring Angels, 
or.that.. figdiog them ' at Death, they 
ſhould loſe their Way co Heaven. So 
that the ſeparated Soul at the firſt Ap- 
pearance, of. Angels to it , will ſee the 
Fore and Care of God concerning it, 
and with adnyring "Ap thereof, 
4 


[1% may 
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may ſay, bath God made known to you the 
Place where 1 did leave my Body , and the 
wery Moment when 1 parted from it, and 
that I was ſincere in Heart to God, and gave 
you chargeto come and guide me 'in myWay, 
unto bis Glorious Preſence; bow chearfully 
will 1 go with you? knowing that by your 
Power, under God, 1 ſhall not be ſeized by 
evil Spirits, and by your Skill I ſhall not 
loſe my Way. 

Thirdly, The ſeprrated Soul, by An- 
gels Miniſtration, is fate, becauſe con- 
voyed by ſuch faithful Angels, chat are 
always true to their Truſt, If a Man be 
on a Journey in Company that is able 
to prote& him,and skiltul to dire& him, 
yecif any in che Company be unfaith- 
ful, they may betray him ; but here can 
be no Danger, nor Ground of Fear in 
reſpe& of this Convoy. 

1. Elſe Holy Angels would not be 
faichful ro God the Father, in be- 
traying any oneSoul choſen by him 
ro Eternal Life. 

2. Nor to God the Son, in loſing any 
whom he hath redeemed and pur- 
chaſed by his moſt precious Blood. 

3- Nor to the Holy Spirit of God, by 

+, dropping/any by.the Way, which 

by the: ſpecial Operation of: his- 
'''- Powerful Grace, ' he hath prepated 
| and 


4 
q 


lat Adio 3 nel 


to Heaven. 


and made meet for Glory, and had 
given to them the Pledge and Ear- 
neſt thereof. 

4. Nor tothe Soa/ committed to their 
Charge co bring co Heaven; for 
wherein could greater Unfaithfal- 
neſs to it be ſhewn, than in what 
concerns its Eternal State. 

5. Nor to their own Office or Com- 
miſſion to. them, wichout fail to 
conduct ſuch an one to the Hap- 
pineſs of Heaven. | 

Such Unfaithfulneſs is inconſiſtent 
with the Perfe&ion and ſpotleſs Purity 
of Holy Angels, which being confirm- 
ed, cannot at any time fall into the leaſt 
Ecror or Miſcarriage, for then would 
they ceaſe to be Holy Angel. 

What Joy then is this tothe ſeparated 
Soul, that hath ſuch a Convoy lent for 
it, as ſhall not indanger it by Weakneſs 
or wane of Power, by Ignorance or 
want of Skill in the Way, or by Un- 
faithfulneſs or want of Fidelity to their 
Truſt : O how bappy am I on my Way to 
Heppineſs ! How ſure am 1 my Way will 
be proſperows ! How certain is it I ſhall get 
ſafely thither ! 

++ Fourtbly, The gracious ſeparated Soul 
will be ſafe, becauſe tranſported by ſuch 


becauſe 


zealom Angels,therefore called Seraphims, 1(9.6. 2, 5. 
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becauſe they bave a burning Zeal in 
executing .all that God gives them a 
Charge to do. Devils are furious, en- 
vious and malicious, and are bent tode- 
ſtroy,devour and damn 25 many asthey 
can, by watching, by walking to and 


Jeb 17. fro throughout the Earth, by tempting, 
1 Fet-5. 8. nd at laſt by dragging Souls co Hell,. 


when ſeparated from their Bodies. The 
Holy Angels are more far God's Glory, 
the Intereſt of Chriſt, the Good of Souls, 
than Devils are againſtchem, for I ſup- 
poſe the Holy Angels do more exceed 
in Goodneſs, than evil Angels, as bad 
as they are, are filled with Wickedneſs : 
For in Devils there is ſomething Mate» 
ris/ly Goud. (beſides thejr Being) tho” it 
may be Formally or Circumſtantially Evil, 
as much of their Knowledge : but in Ho- 
ly Angels there is nothing that is Mate- 
rielly or Circumſtantially Evil, 

Therefore the Holy, ſeparated Soul rc: 
ceived into the Company of Holy An- 
gels, on its Way to Heaven, may delight 
ut. ſelf and ſay, While in the;:Body,I was 
efaulced with Satans Temprations, De- 


vils did endeavour to perſuade metolin; | 


but whatſoever Violence they may now 
aſlanke me wich, they ſhall no more with 
any Hopes entice -me from my Gag 
and the good Company I am nw > 
en 


__ 
_ 
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to Heaven. 
fead.-me_ from them, What Zeal do 
theſe Holy ones ſhew in proceing of 
me? What burning Love do | teel in 
their Embracements 2 What Indignati- 
on.aud Anger do they diſcover, as I go 
along,: againſt any evil Spirits appear- 
ing io efdanger ine? What Aſſauls the 
Spiritual Wickedneiles have made, my 
Convoy hath ſecured me from : when 
they did draw near, theſe did beat them 
back : they are repulſed ; and I, furround- 
ed with cheſe, go fafely on. 

Fifibly, The (gracious (eprated Soul 
will be ſafe, becauſe defeniicd by nume- 
rows Angel: Witecther more Angels re- 
volted than are confirmed, is not needful 
to enquire : ſure we are, there are mul. 
titudes of Thouſands that did never fin, 
bue retain their Integrity, Daz. 7. 10. 
A tbouſand thouſands minifpred wnio bim , 
and ten thouſand times ten thouſands ſtood 
befare bim, Rev. g. 11. And 1 bebeld, and 
F heard the Veice of many Angels round a- 
bout the Throne, and the Reaſts and tbe El 
ders, and the Number of them was ten thon- 
ſand times ten thauſends, and thouſands of 
thouſands. So many that they are imws- 
meroble, Heb. 12. 22. 

How mery Angels may be ſent to 
onvey one particular Soul, is more than 
Ido know ; But we may be ſure of hs 
So-k that 


I6., 17. 
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that a Guard of ſo meny ſhall be employ- 
ed, as is ſufficient to prote& it againſt 
all the Principalities and Powers of 


Hell ; fo that the Soul mighe paſs with- | 


out fear of Danger, and ſay, This Num- 
ber God hath ſent, will fee me ſafe in 
Heaven; for every one of them is Migh- 
ty, Powerful, every one is Knowing and 
Skilful in the Way, and every one is 


2. King. 6. Faithful to his Truſt, every one is Z2a- 


lous for God's Glory in my Salvation, 
and mine Eyes being opened, Iſfeethere 
is more for me than againſt me. 


TI. The Convoy of Angels ſhews us 
the Dignity and Honour that God puts 
upon the ſeparated Soul. Lazarw was 
much deſpiſed, flighted and negleted, 
when Body and Soul remained uniced, 
and wharſoever Contempt his dead Bo« 
dy was expoſ:d to, his ſeparated Soul 
was honoured with the Company of An- 
gels. Strange Change ! one while lying 
amongſt the Dogs, and another while 
carried by Angels: It's faid, the Romans, 
afcer their Victories, in their Triumphs 
bad their Charriots drawn ſometimes 
with Elephants, ſometimes with nimble. 
footed Jennets, ſometimes with Pyde 
Horſes ; and Amaſis, King of Egypr, 
had his Chariot drawn with Four Kings, 
whom 
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whom he had conquered. But the Soul 
of a Believer is carried in greater Tri- 
umph by Angels into Heaven. 

When the King asked Haman, what 
ſhall be done to the Man whom the 
King delighteth to Honour, he (ſuppo- 
ſing it ſhould be himſelf) ſaid, Lec tbe 
Rojal Apparel be brought, which the King 
wſeth to wear, and the Horſe that the King 
rideth upon, and the Crown Royal which 3s 
ſet upon bis Head, and let this Apparel and 
Horſe be delivered to the Hand of one of the 
King's moſt Noble Princes , that they may 
aray the Man withal, whom the King de- 
lighteth to Honour, and bring him on Horſe- 
back through the Street of the City, and 
proclaim befere bim, thus ſhall it be done to 
che Man whom the King delighteth to Ho- 
wour, Eſtb. 6.6,to 12. 

Tho' we cannot ſee the Soul when it 
leaves the Body, nor the Guard of An- 
gels ſtanding ready to receive it, nor 
hear the Songs of Triumph as they pals 
along,yet we may conceive what is pro- 
claimed ( if not verbally, yet really in 
the thing done) in the Heavenly Hoſt, 
as they paſs through the Air, Thas ſrl 
it be done to the Soul, whom the King of 
Glory delighterh ro Honour. 


Ve 
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We may alſo imagin how the Soul it 
felf is tranſported with Joy, and bears 
its Part in choſe Triumphant Songs, and 
is revived more than. Facob's fainting 
Heart was, when his Sons told him all 
the Words of Foſeph, and when he ſaw 


Gen.45-27. the Wagons which Foſeph bad ſent ro 


carry him, ſo when the Soul feeth the 
Chariots taat God hath fent to carry ir 
to Feſws, is comforted and filed with 
Admiration, ſaying, 1 have lived hi- 
therco in a ſtrange Land, where God 
did ſer me to be prepared for a State of 
Glory. to be taught and inſtructed in 
Chriſt's School, by his appointed Or- 
dinances, co be made meet co be a Par- 
taker of the Inheritance of the Saints in 
Light : I have been a Pilgrim and a So- 
journer in the lower World, where 1 
dwelc in an Earthly Tabernacle and 
Cottage of Clay, where | looked for a 
City which hath Foundations, whoſe 
Maker and Builder is God; and now 
my Father hath ſent, lo, what Glorious 
Angels he hath fenc ro fetch me home, 
to poſſeſs the Manſion prepared for me 
in his own Houſe, and ſtately Palace in 
the higheſt Heavens: ' Lam going to a 
better Country than ever yet I wasin : 
I ain on my Way to my Eternal Bleſſed 
Home, 


He 
CO 


to Heaven. 


Home, and with whac Honour am I 
conducted thither ? For 
The Nobleft of God's Creatures are 


ſent by him to fetch me co his 


Glorious Preſence, to the Place of 
Light, and Life, and Love. 


- 1 The Conrrters of Heaven, are my Ac- 


 rendants thicher. 


Theſe Feorerites of the great King 


n 49 


are come to lead me to his Palace, 


and © introduce me (under Chriſt) 
into his Preſence. 


Theſe Morning Stars are to go before 


me (which make me to rejoice with 
exceeding great Joy) theſe are to 
go before me to. guide me to the 
Place where Jeſus is«(nor lying in a 
Manger, bur) ſitting on his Throne 
at che Right Hand of che Majeſty 
on high. 


5 Theſe that are to God, what Genrle- 


men of the Bed chamber are,to Eanh- 
ly Kings are come down to fetch 
me up. Never had. an ( unbelie- 
ving) Earthly King ſuch a Life- 


- guard asthis ; nor fuch Accendants 
. to wait upon him or co miniſter to 
- him: All this Lords and Nobles 
. and Captains, are far inferior co 
1:-theſe Angels, and it is the great 


God's good Pleaſure, that it __ 
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be done thus, to all the Souls 
whom he delighteth co honour. 


IV. The Celerity and: fpeedy Paſſage of 
the ſeparated Soul, from Earth to 
Heaven, is evidenced by its being car- 
ried by Angels from the' one Place to 
the other : Tho' the Diſtance from this 
Earth to the higheſt Heaven, is concei- 
ved to be Millions of Miles, and a fur- 
ther Voyage than from any part in this 
lower World, to another moſt remote, 
in point of Diſtance ; yet the Paſſage is 
not ſo long, in reſpe& of :3me, tho'the 
Way be long berween the Term from 
which, and the Term to which the Soul is 
Carried; yet it is not long the Soul is 
paſſing through the intermediate Di- 
ſtance, becauſe ic is helped by the ſpe- 
dy Motion of the Angels ; which, that 
we may the better conceive, let us con- 
ſider, 

1. The Motion of Angels from Hea- 
ven to:Earth, and back. again, cannot 
be but through the Intermediate Diſtance 
of the one from the other: For the Con- 
tinuity of Angels Motion is not tobe ta- 
ken ovly from the Continuity of the Du- 
ration (while they move). but alſo from 
the - Continuity of the Space through 
which they remoye: 

2. The 


—_——— 


Lo 


— 
_ 


to Heawen. 


.. 2. The Motion of Angels from fuch 
diſtant Exctreams as Heaven and Earth, 
cannot be properly and ſtriatly an in/tan- 
taneous Motion. When an Angel is a&a- 
ally in Heaven, the Term from which, 
it is only porentiallyon Earth, the Term 
to which ;: Now it an Angel could move 
in one indrviſible inſtant, from one to the 
| other, it would be in Heaven and on 
Earth at the ſame Inſtant, and fo inthe 
ſame Moment it wauld be a#ually in 
both the extream Terms, when he was 
only actually in che one, and potential. 
ly in the other, which is to ſay, he is 
actually in ohe, and not in the other 
in the ſame Moment,and yet in the ſame 
Moment he is in both, which is a Con- 
tradition, 

3.Angels being Spirits,and not corpo- 
real Subitances, are not hindered in their 
Motion by thoſe things that Bodies are : 
Bodies move more ſlowly or more ſwift- 
ly, according as the Medium 1s, as they 
move {wifter in the Air than in the Wa- 
ter, becauſe the Air being more thin 
and ſubtile doth not ſo much reſiſt the 
Mover, as the Water that is more denſe 
and groſs, muſt needs do: alſo becauſe 
one Body cannot be penetrated by ano- 
ther, as a Man cannot go thro' a Door, 
when it is ſhut, the one muſt hinder the 
G other 
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other in its Motion : But Angels, being 
Spirits, cannot be retarded in their Mo- 
tion, by the Solidity or Thickneſs of 
Doors or Walls, to hinder them from 


coming into a Prifon,Caſtle or a Cham- 


ber where a Believer is a dying, for 
the receiving of his Soul : For though 
one body cannot be in the ſame parts 
cular Place where another Body is, be- 
cauſe then there would be a Penetration 
of Dimenſions ; yet Angels by Bodies are 


not excluded, becauſe they are immate- { 


rial, as appears by a Legion of evil Spi- 
rits (which is Six Thouland Five Hun- 
dred ) being in one Man: And tho' 
One Angel, becauſe Finzte, cannot be in 
Two diſtant Places at once, yet many 
Angels, becauſe Immaterial, might be 
in One (where) or Place together at 
once ; and fo their Motion not hindred 
by the Preſence of Bodies, or the Pre- 
ſence one of another. : 

4- The Motion of the Angels is ex- 
ceeding Swift ; and to expreſs it, they 
are ſaid to have Wings, and that they 


.fly ſwiftly, more ſpeedily than the Sun 


that moves Thouſands of Miles in an 
Hour ; it might come near in reſem- 


blance. to the Motion of the Eye, that]. 


can fo quickly turn and look up to 
Heaven, or to Lightning, that runs in a 
lictle 
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little time, from one part of the Hea- 
vens to the other, and ſo comes neareft 
to an inſtantaneous Motion. 

Bute the Scripture, that is the ſureſt 


| Rule to, judge by, doth teach us, that 


an Angel can come from Heaven to 
Earch, while a Man is making of his 


Prayer to God, Dan. 9. 20 While Iwas 


ſpeoking and praying, and confeſſing my Sin, 
and the Sin of my People] rael,and preſenting 
my Supplication before the Lord: my God, 
for the Holy Mountain of my God. 21. Yea, 
while I was ſpeaking in Prayer, even the 
Man Gabriel, whom I had ſeen in the Vi- 
ſion at the Beginning, being cadſed to fly 
ſwiftly, touched me about the time of the 
Evening Oblation. 22. And be informed 
me, and talked with me, and ſaid; O 
Daniel, I aw now come forth to give thee 
Skill and Underſtanding. 23. At the Be- 
ginming of thy Supplication the Command- 
ment came forth, and I am come to ſbew 
thee , for thou art greatly beloved. ——— 
Where we might obſerve, 
I. The ſpeedy Return that is ſometimes 
made to Prayer; while a Believer is 
praying,. the Anſwer is made; bile 
rhe Prayer # going up, the Mercy is coming 


| . down. 


2. The Angels /fand ready before the 
Lord, waiting to be employed by him 
G 2 toc 
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for the Good and Comfort of his Peo- 
ple, at his Pleaſure. 

2. God doth but give the Word, and 
Angels doth obey : The Commandment, 
or the Word, came forth, and 1 am come. 

4. Angels make Haſte to execute God's 
Commands: Gabriel was cauſed to fly 
ſwiftly. 

5. The Time of his coming was,while 
Daniel was praying: At the Beginning 
of his Prayer Gabriel was in Heaven, be- 
fore the Ending of it, he was with Danies. 

That the Soul is not long in its Jour- 
ney to Heaven, is clear, from Chriſt's 
- Word tfthe Thief on the Croſs, Luke, 
23.43. Verily I ſay unto thee, to Day ſhalt 


thow be with me in Paradiſe. The ſame | 
Day he was on the Croſs, he was in 


Heaven : The fame Day he was Cruci- 
fied, the ſame Day he was Gloritied: 
And chough the Day was far ſpznt, yet 
that Day was his Soul in Heaven: The 
Soul may be carried from its Body to 
. the Place of Glory, in a part of a Day. 
This is wonderful. 


How comfortable, is this to a dying * 


Believery who might, ſpeaking to his 
weeping Friends about his Bed, fay, 
Whar mean your Tears, your Sighs and 
Groans? Why are ye caſt down ? And 
why are your Hearts troubled 2 Would 


a. 


you | 


to Heaven. 

you grieve thus if I were going a Voy- 
age to the Indies, in Hopesof Gain, with 
a ſafe and ſtrong Convoy 2 Why I am 


| going to a better Place, with a ſafer 


Convoy, for greater Gain, and tho” the 
Place be far off, I ſhall ſoon be there; the 
ſame Day I go from you on Earth, be. 
inghelped on my Way by ſwift and fly- 
ing Angels, I ſhall go co Chriſt in Hea- 
yen. So ſooy! O then how near will 
my ſeparaced Soul be to my Manſion a- 
bove ! What! turned out of che Body, 
and received into Heaven the fame 
Day ! Make what ſpeed you can or 
willto interr the Body I ſhall leave with 
you, my Soul ſhall be carried by God's 
Holy Angels into Abraham's Bolom, be- 
fore my Body can be carried by Men, 
and lodged in the Boſom of che Earth. 
And when the Soul is breathed out, 
and received into the Angels Arms, and 
perceives the fſwiftnels of che Motion 
they carried it with, how greatly will 
it be delighted to think, tho' che Way 
be long, yet it will not be long before I 


{| ſhall be at my Journeys End: O the 
haſte! the haſte! the ſpeedy haſte they 


do make to lodge me in my Saviour's 
Arms ! Metbinks, they think it long till 


they ſhew me, what in Heaven 1s pre- 
| pared forms ! Merbinks, they are Ho- 
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lily Ambitious to help me forward, that 


I might ſee the State, and Place, and 


Company above,and how Glorious they 
all are! O, how do they fly ! How do 
they fly ! How ſwiftly do they fly with 
me in their Arms, that they may lodge 


me in that Place of Reſt and Joy,where-. 


in they have for fo long a Duration 
ſeen the Face of God, joyed in their 


Reſt, and reſted in their Joy, and are 


deſirous to have me there, that I, with 
God, and Chriſt, and them, might Reſt, 
and Joy to all Eternity. I am now out 
of hearing of the Clocks, and ſee not 
the artificial Dials, by which Men ſee 


hourly the Motion of the Sun, where- 


by they meaſure their Time, and on 
their Journeys know how many Miles 
an Hour they go over : If in an Hour 
to their Earthly Home, they travel, with 
the Help of Horſes and Chagiots, Eight 
or Ten Miles, what haſte do they think 
they make? How ſoon do they think 
they ſhall be at Home, received and en- 
tertained with Joy, with loving Em- 
braceinents, by Friends waiting, look- 
ing, longing for their coming Home ? 
But their ſwifteſt Pace to their Earthly 
Home, is flow to mine, to my Hea- 
venly Home : It is, to mine, as the 
Crawling of a Snail, to the Motion of 

oa the - 
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the Sun. God is looking for me, and 
Chriſt is looking for me, and the Bleſ- 
ſed Inhabitants above are looking. for 
me: Is the Cry in Heaven, Why is. yon- 
der Soul ſolong a coming 2 When will 
it be here, that we might have a new 
Lodger in our Dwellings ? Angels were 
ordered to go for him, the Horſes and 


| the Chariots were ſent to fetch him up: 


Why is his Chariot fo long a coming ? 
Why tarry the Wheels of his Chariot ? 
The Soul on its Journey looking out of 
his Chariot, and up to Heaven, and 
ſeeing them out of the Windows of Hea»> 
ven looking tor him, and calling, come 
away, make haſte and come to us, it 
replies.-I haſten, I haſten, I come, be+ 
hold I come quickly, 


V. The Angels being the Carriers,and 
the Soul the carried, it will be Mitter of 


. Joy to both, at their Arrival at the Port 
of Happineſs ; both Angels the Tranſpor- 


ters, and the Soul that is the Paſſenger, 
ſhall rejoice when landed at their in- 
tended Haven. As Mariners with their 
Paſſengers, ſailing through cempeſtuous 


| Seas, ftormy Winds, and raging Waves, 


having eſcaped the Sands and Rocks,and 
Hands of Pyrates, and being come to 
their deſigned Harbour, are filled with 
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Joy, and do ſhoot and ſhout, thereby 
giving out their Signs of Joy : So the 
Angels, and the Soul whom they have 
conveyed to the Gates of Heaven, do 
rejoice that their Voyage hath been fo 
proſperous. 
- I. The Angels, that were the Carr 

ers, do with Foy preſent the Soul to Chrijt, 
faying, O our Lord and King , thou 
gaveſt us Command to go and fetch 
this Soul to thee, and ſet it in Heaven, 
before thee, and lo here it is. Thou 
gaveſt us in Charge to conduct it in 
Safety to the Gates of thy Glorious 
Kingdom, and fo we have. Thou didſt 
enjoyn us to defend it from the Powers 
of Darkneſs, and all Helliſh Principali- 
ties chat might aſſault it by the Way ,and 
" we havebrought it to thee through their 
Hoſt, and here it is, we preſent it to 
thee, and to the Father, and the Ho- 
ly Spirit. | 

Ic is welcomed to the Kingdom by 
the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt. 

God the Father doth graciouſly enter- 
tain it, as we muſt ſpeak in our Man- 
ner, to ſet forth this Joy, as if he ſaid 
to this purpoſe, come thou bleſſed Soul, 
comein, behold the Kingdom, and the 
Glorious State that I did chooſe thee to: 
look and ſee what I prepared for thee 
before 
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before the Foundation of the World : 
All this Glory I did deſign for thee, from 
all: Eternity.-to all Eternicy, There 
were but a few, in Comparifon of thoſe 
T juſtly paſſed by, that I choſe unto this 
Happineſs, and it pleaſed me ro make 
thee one of thoſe few, thou waft invol- 
ved: in Sin and Guilt, thou. waſt wat 
lowing in thy Blood, thou waſt dead in 
Treſpaſles and Sins, as well as others : 
but it was my pleaſure to ordain thee to 
be brought unto this Place and Paradiſe 
of Joy, which now thou doft bzhold, 
and which I ſent my Angels to bring 
thee to : Come, welcom to my Glori- 
ous Palacez come, enter in, and fit 
down with all this Happy Company, 
that before thee | have received hither, 

God the Son will allo enrertain it, 
ſaying, Come, O dear and precious 
Soul, Fam Jeſus thy Redeemer, I am 
Chriſt thy Saviour, I am he chat went 
from Heaven to Earth, that thou 'and 
others might be brought from Earth to 
Heaven ; I amhe thac {uffered thatthoy 
might'lt be faved, that died that thou 
mighr'ſt live ; 1 am he that for chy ſake 
did wear a Crown of Thorns, that thou 
for my ſake might'it wear a Crown of 
Glory. Behold me, for I am he that 
was crucified for thee, that thou _—_ 
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be Glorified with me. Come, enter 
into thy Maſter's Joy, welcome to my 
Kingdom, - welcome to my Preſence ; 
come, enrer into thy Maſter's Joy. 

God the Holy Ghoſt ſhall alſo Graci- 
ouſly receive it to his Glory, ſaying, (as 
we may conceive) Draw near, thou 
dear and precious Soul, draw near; my 


Comforts ſhall delight thegjmore than 


Ever: Thou ſhalc be filled with my Joy 


more than ever. Thou waſt born in 


Sin, but I cauſed thee to. be born again, 
thou waſt unclean, but I did waſh thee 
in thy Saviour's Blood. Thou waſt un- 
fit for this Glorious Place and Compa- 
ny; but I did prepare and make thee 
meet to be a Partaker of this Inheri- 
tance, with theſe Saints, in Light : The 
Image of God, by Sin, was raced out of 
thee; But I did, with my own Finger, 
engrave it again upon thee : 13:d-work 
in thee what Grace was found in thee: 
I did enable thee to pray, and hope, 
and wait for this Crown of Life, of 
Righteouſneſs and Glory, which is now 
ſec upon thy Head : I did give thee the 
Pledge, and Earneſt, and Firſt-fruits of 
this Glory, which now thou art poſlel(- 
ſed of : I bid thee Welcome to thy En- 
france :nto ir, | 


2. The 
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2. The Soul that was brought by An- 
gels, and thus entertained by the Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghoſt, at its firſt Arri- 
val there, ſhall be filled and tranſported 
with unſpeakable Joy ; when received 
in, and looking about,” might be con- 
ceived to ſay, What Glorious Place is 
this ! what a Glorious Company is this! 
Bat let me turn mine Eyes unto my 
Lord and Saviour Feſus Chriff | My 
Lord' I did love thee before I ever ſaw 
thee : O how Glorious is my Lord! 
This is be that redeemed me by his Blood: 
This « be who bought me with his Blood, 
who bought me with his Blood 3 who 
when I was a Captive redeemed me, 
and bought me with his Blood- How. 
low was he abaſed , how high is he ex- 
alted ! How much was he abuſed, how 
much ishe now admired! O, how did 
I long to fee my Lord | How deſirous 
have I been to be with him, where he 
is, and ſo lam; I was not, but now IT 
am | O how good is it to be here! I 


' never was in ſuch a Place before : I ne- 


ver was in ſuch Company before,except 
inmy Paſſage to it : Here are ſuch Glo- 
rious Sights I never ſaw, ſach harmoni- 
ous Songs and Praiſes, as before I ne- 
ver heard. ls this the State I prayed for, 
and hoped, and waited for! I eva? 
| | muc 
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much of it, before I came into it, but 
at my firſt Entrance, I ſee more, I en> 
joy more, 1 feel more than I did ever 


ear. O the Joy ! the Joy ! the Fulneſs 


of Joy that I am filled wich ! 


O God wy Father, F do Praiſe thee, 
I do Praiſe thee; I will for ever 
Praiſe thee that it was thy Plea- 
ſure to chooſe me to it. 

O God my Lord Redeemer, | do Praiſe 
thee, I' do Praiſe thee, I will for 
ever Praiſe thee, that thou didlſt fo 
freely, ſo greatly Love me, with 
. ſach a cotily Love, as with the 
Price of thy Blood , to purchale 
this Poſieffion for me, and me to 
be brought to this Poſſeflion, to be 
an Heir and Inhericor of ſuch a 
Kingdom. 

O God the Holy Ghoſt, my Sandtifier, I 

Praiſe thee, I Praife thee, T'will for 

ever Praiſe thee, that by thy Pow- 

erful changing of my Heare, bow- 

ing of my Will, renewing of my 

Nature, haſt prepared me, that 1 

might be and am received into this 

Glorious State. 

T am but newly entred in, and I muſt 


begin my joyful Praiſes; and becauſe 
chis Happy State ſhall never end, my 
Praiſe ſhall never end. | 


3. The 


oo nm 


LARS T9 


to Heaven. 

3. The Holy Angels that are in Hea- 
ven ſhall wich joy receive the Soul that 
is brought by other Angels to the Gates 
thereof, as ſome of the Angels were rea- 
dy to come for it ; fo thoſe that ſtaid A- 
bove will be ready tofet open the Gates 
for its Entrance; for if they rejoiced 
when it was converted, nuch more will 
they when aQtually ſaved. 

4. The Saints that were there before 
will, with Joy, welcome the New- 
comers ; for if Good Men on Earth are 
rejoiced when others are made Good, 
much more will ſaved Souls above re- 
joice, when others with them, are actu- 
ally ſaved; and as Abraham did Laza- 
rus, receive them into their Boloms. 

Uſe III. Exbortation. 

From the Miniſtration of Angels at- 
tending the Souls of Believers at their 
Diſſolution, ſeveral Duties might be in. 
ferred, ſome of which are theſe : 

I. Give Thanks to God, and Praiſe him 
for bis Lowe to, and Care of you that are 
bu People : That hehath made it the Ot- 
fice ot ſuch Holy and Noble Spirits, to 
be your Attendants to miniſter unto you, 
for your Good : For if Cbildres ſhould 
be thankful to God for their good Pa- 
rents, who have loved them, and cook 
care of them in their Infancy, and pro- 
vided 
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vided Neceſlaries for them all along as 
they grew up,and Orphans for good and 
careful Gaardians, and Pupils tor good 
Tutors, and People for good Minifters, and 
Subje&s for good Magiſtrates, and for all 
the Good that theſe have received from 
them, under God, as his Miniſters to 


' them for Good; then we ſhoull alſo 


for the Good Angels, and for the Good 
God doth convey to us by them, as his 
Servants herein,while we live on Earth, 
in the Place of our Pilgrimage, Angels 
looking upon us, as Strangers 1n this 
World, -do us many good Turns ; for 
it is not to be ſuppoſed, that theſe good 
Angels that are fo careful of us, when 
we die, ſhould do no Offices of Love 
to us, while we live ; eſpecially. when 
Scripture ſets forth more copiouſly, the 
Miniſtration of Angels for us in this 
Life, but more ſparingiy after Death. 

Tho'they do many things for us when 
we neicher ſee chem,nor know they are 
done by them, yet what the Scripture 
reveals, we might as confidently believe 
and hope for, as if we viſibly ſaw it : 
They have been often uſed by God for 
his People's Good, in many Reſpedts, 
ordinary and extraordinary, 

I. To dire themin the Way where- 
in they were to go, about theirLaw ful 
Imploy- 


to Heaven. 


Imploy ments, that they might not wan- 
der, Gen. 24. 7. and 32. 1. 

2.: To Watch them, to preſerve them 
from Hurt and Danger, pitching their 
Camps about their Dwellings, P/al. 34. 
7. and many a Night our Safety hath 
been more from the watchful Angels, 
than the Watchmen in the Streets ; for 


except the Lord keep the City, (which he p(4.127.1 


often doth by Angels) the Watchman wa- 
keth but in vain. 

3- Tobe in(trumental in healing them 
when they have been ſick and diſeaſed: 
We may owe more toAngels herein(un- 


der God) than to the Phyſicians, being 


moreskilful than they; and how far god- 
ly Phyſicians might be helped in preſfcri- 
bing their Medicines, by che ſecret, un- 
diſcernible Suggeſtions of knowing, ho- 
ly Angels, is a thing ſeldom thought of, 
Fob. 5.4. | 

4+ To ſupply our outward Wants, 
when reduced to great Straits, 1 King. 
I9. 5, 6, 7. 

5. To bear them in their Arms, and 
to ſupport them by their Power,to keep 
them from pernicious falls : Who knows 
how ofcen Angels have prevented their 
Falls from, their Horſes, when riding 
on their Journeys, P/al. 91. 11, 12. 

6, To enlarge their Liberty when = 
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have been confined, and'to deliver them 
out of Priſons, which they may be inſtru- 
merital in more Ways than one, At 12. 
7, Oc. 
7. To comfore them in their Fears 
and Perplexities of Mind, 1/ay.6.5,6,7. 
Tho' ſome of theſe mentioned were 
extraordinary Caſes, yet they are appa» 
rent Evidences of their inviſible Servi- 
ces, and of cheir Abilicy and Readineſs 
to ſerve God in ordinary, and extraor- 
dinary Caſes, in which God at his Plea- 
ſure, may command them to help us, 
and we are ſure they will obey. If for 
theſe ye fhould bleſs God, ought you 
not thanktully to acknowledge God's 
Lore to, and Careof your Souls, when 
ſeparated, in ſending Angels to be their 
Convoy to Heaven ? 
7. Becauſe evil Spirits would be too 
frong for the Soul, without a Guard. 
2. Becauſe your deareſt Friends, can 
no way help your ſeparated Soul. 
| 3- Becaule there are no otber Second 
Cauſes that your ſeparated Souls can be 
commirted to, beſides the Holy Angels. 
4- Becauſe it is your Comfort to have 
ſuch good Company with you on your 
Way : Travelling alone is ſolitary in a 
ſhorter Journey ; ſuitable Company is 
deſirable. 
IT. Learn 


OI 


\ 
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' made ſuch Holy Angels to be ſuch great 


fo Heaven. 


I. . Learn your Engagement to Chrift, 
for the Reconciliation he hath procured for 
ou. | 
, 1. With God: By the Blood of his 
Croſs, he hath purchaſed your Peace 
with him : Wichour this Peace made, 
God would have uſed the Miniſtration 
of Anpgels for your Deſtruction and 
Damnation, as he will by them caft the 
Ungodly into the Fpyrnace of Fire,at the 
Second Coming of Chriſt ; but the Ho- 
ſtility berwixt God and Believers is ta- 
ken away by: Chriſt, and the; Breach 
made up by his Blood, Col. r. 20. 
2. Wib Holy Angels: Betwixt Men ahd 
Devils Chriſt will make no Peace: War 
betwixt them is proclaimed; and ſhall 
be continued. Holy Angels that were 
confirmed, ſtood on God's Side, againſt 
Angels that apoſtatized, and Mankind 
thac had revolted, and were ready to 1. 37-35- 
execute God's Judgments at his Plealure, *=**©03 
upon his Enemies, of which we have 
many Inſtances in Scripture. 
Wherefore that Angels are fo ready 
to convey Believers Souls to Heaven, 
which is ſo great an Office of Love, 
muſt be attributed to Chriſt, who hath 


Friends to them, Epb. 1, 10. 
HH. Learn what Duties are incumbent 
upon 
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upon you, while you ive, from this 
Miniſtration of Holy Angels to your 
Souls, when you die : as they have been 
God's Meſſengers to make known his 
Will, and publiſh his good Pleaſure, to 
inſtra& and teach, to bring glad Ti- 
dings of a Saviour for loſt Sinners, and 


to be Witneſfes of Chriſt's Aſcention in-" 


to Heaven, and to declare his coming 


again, by audible Voice; ſo they by. 
"their Example in taking the Care and 


Charge of Holy ſeparated Souls, to con- 
dud them to Heaven, teach us ſeveral 
Duries. E 

r. By their Love to Believers ſepara- 
ted Souls, we ' ſhould be excited to preat 
Love to them. Love ſhould be recipro- 
cal, in loving them that love us: Should 
not we love the Angels in Heaven,who 
are ſo ready to help us up to Heaven? 
Should we love every one on Earth, 
in whom we fee the Holy Image and 
Likeneſs of God in ſmalleſt Meaſure, 
and ſhould not we love theſe Holy An- 
gels thar are like to God in higheſt De- 
grees 2 Should we Jove the Miniſters of 
Gad, whoſe Preaching God hath made 
inftrumental for our Converſion and 


Preparation for Heaven, and ſhould we - 


nat love theſe Meſſengers of God, who 
are ſent by him to fetch us to the Poſ- 
{:{fton 
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ſeflion of our Manſions in Heaven? Do 
we love the Company of good Men that 
travel with us upon Earth, as they are 
Guides and Guards unto us on ourWay, 
and ſhall we not love theſe Holy Angels 
of God, that will be our Companions in 
our Journey to Heaven? If we are to 
love ſuch as are our Enemies in Life, 
ſucely we ſhould love theſe chat will be 
ſuch Friends unto us after Death. 

2. By their Condeſcention in the car- 
rying the Soul of the mcaneſt Believer 
to Heaven , we ſhould learn Hamility, 
and to condeſcend to Men of low E- 
ſtates, for the Good and Welfare of 
their Souls. What meer. Creatures are 
more Noble and Excellent than the Ho- 
ly Angels in Heaven 2 And what Be- 
liever, as to outward Circumſtances,. 
was poorer and more loathſom than La- 
zarus? Was he not a Beggar that want- 
ed Bread? Was he not a Cripple, thar 
could not go to, but was laid ar the 
Rich Man's Gate 2 Was he not only 
ſore, but full of Sores, that a nice and 
ſqueamiſh Perſon would have diſdained 
to look - upon him, but much more to 
drefs his Sores ? And yet the Angels of 
God did not diſdain to carry this Poor 
Man's Soul into Abraham's Bolom ? Did 
they take him in their Arms, whom the 
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Rich Man would not take and lay in a- 
ny of his Out-houſes ? | 

Are any of the Sons of Men more 
Excellent, more Noble, more Knowing, 
and fet higher in any Capacity above 


the Pooreſt and moſt Contemptible Be-' 


liever upon Earth, than che Angels'in 
Heaven ? andyet are they ready to mi- 
niſter to the Meaneſt, and ſhall any of 
us be fo Great in our own Eyes, and 
look upon our ſelves in ſuch a Magni- 
fying Glaſs, as to refuſe to help forward 
the Salvation of the Pooreſt Soul ? 

3. Let the Miniſtration of Angels, in 
carrying Souls to Heaven, be a Pattern 
of our Obedience to God, all the Days of 
our Life on Earth. As they obey God 
in this, as in all things elſe, fo let us 


Mat.6. 10. Write after their Copy, to do the Will 


of God,as by them in Heaven it is done: 
Tho' we cannot do it equally in Degrees, 
yer let it beour Holy Ambition to come 
as near to.them as we can, in theſe Par- 
ticulars : 

Firft, They do not ftir to fetch a Soul 
to Heaven, without a Warrant from God; 
they are ſent before they Come : So let 
us ſee what Warrant we have from God 
for what we do, before we do it ; de- 
manding of our ſelves, hath God com- 
manded this? Hath he ſpoke the m_ 
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Will the Holy Scripture, wherein God's 
Will and my Duty is revealed, bear me 
out, if I do this or that? What a Mul- 
titude of Sins by this would be prevent- 


Secondly, Angels come and carry be- 
lieving Souls to Heaven, ' with greateſt 
Alacrity and Cheerfulneſs: As they joy in 
their Converſion, ſo in carrying them 
to Eternal Salvation, if they be ſent ne- 
ver ſo often, to ferch never ſo many, 
they never grudge their Labour, they 
have not the leaſt Regret nor Repining, 
but the miore they are ſent for the more 
they are pleaſed and do rejoice. So we 
ſhould ſerve the Lord with Gladneſs, and 
and come before his Preſence w:th Singing, 
Pſal. too. 2. We ſhould pray to him 


| -with Delight, hear from him and obey 


him with-Cheerfulneſs, . and Joy. 
Thirdly, Angels having a Charge to 
fetch a Believer's Soul,come feedily, wich- 
out delay ; they make haſte to receive 
ie, that they may be preſent at the very 
Moment of its Separation : They never 
come too late. In like manner we ſhould 
imitate their Obedienc? in' ours, P/al. 
I19.. 60. 1 made baſte, and delayed not to 
keep thy Commandments. God commands 
you now to repent, but you put it off cill 


hereaſter; God enjoins you 7o Day, 
H 3 whiles 
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Heb. 3.7,8, whiles it is called-to Day, to hearken to 


his Voice; but you ſtop your Ears to 
Day, and ſo-yau will to morrow, if you 
ſhall have the ſame hardneſs of Heart to 
Morrow, as you have to Day. Au- 
els in conveying Souls do not fo; but 
when God gives the Word, they obey 
ſpeedily and fly ſwiftly. 

Fourthly, Angels in carrying Souls to 
Heaven are Faithful in their Service in 


fetching as many as God ſends them for, 


and no more, and the wery ſame Souls 
and no other ; they never miſtake one 
for another, and never drop or loſe any 
by the Way committed to their Charge, 
We, in Imication of them, ſhould be 
faithful in doing what God commands 
to every Perſon, in what Capacity, Sta- 
tion and Relation we ſtand to them : 
to one as well as another, and not on- 


ly to one,n2gleAing another, when each 


are equally committed to our Charge. 
Fifthly, Holy Angels ſerve God in 
this Miniſtration wirh perſevering Con- 
Fancy : They have been imployed in 
Tranſporting Souls for many Apes al- 
ready paſt,inaumerable Souls bave been 
conyeyed from this World to that above, 


and fo they do ftill, as oft as Believers 


die,and fo they will to the World's End, 
fill all the Sonls, ordained by God for 
Eternal! 


to Heaven. 


Eternal Life, are lodged in the Heavens, 
To which Pattern we ſhould conform 
our ſelyes in our Obedience to God, per- 
ſevering thergin to our Lives End, Pſa. 
I19. 112. 1 have inclined my Heart te 
= thy Statutes always, even to the 
E 


4- Let the Care of Angels, in car- 
rying Holy Souls to Heaven, make «« 
careful of our own Souls, that they be ſuch, 
and ſo qualified with ſpecial Grace, that 
they may. be the Obje& of their Care, 
when they ſhall be ſeparated from our 
Bodies, as you deſire they, and not De- 
vils, ſhould have them, wher out of the 


. Body; do you make it your great Con- 


cern, to have them Sanctified in the Bo- 
dy : For Holy Angels will not couch an 
unholy ſeparated Sou], to defend it from 
the Devil's ſeizing of it. If the Soul be 
unholy while you live, and leave the 


Body unholy when you die, it will be 


unfie for the Glorious Preſence of God, 
for the Holy Place and Company A- 
bove, and it will not be in their Com- 
miſſion to carry it thicher, neither will 
they do it. | 

5. Grieve not, nor offend the Holy An- 


| get of God, as you expe&t and hope they 


ould carry your Souls to Heaven when 
you die. Good and Evil Angels are 
| H 4 your 
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your SpeQators and Obſervers, when 
you might think lictle of it : When you 
do Evil, bad Angels rejoice, good An- 
gels arg'offended: when you pleaſe God, 
Derils are Yiſpleaſed, but good Angels 
are delighted at it. | | 
Take heed in ſecret what you do, for 
there may be more Devils and Holy 
Angels with you, tho' not ſeen by you, 
than you are aware of, _. 
' Be mindful how you behave your ſelf 


in the Publick Ordinances, becauſe of 


Angels, good and bad, for when you 
come to theſe, good” and bad Angels 


Mat.13.19 come alſo; the Devil to catch the Word 


from you, that:you might not. be ſaved, 
but that he might catch and carry your 


'Soul at Death, to Hell : Good Angels 


ro promote your Converſion now, that 
they may carry your Souls. to Heaven 
heceafter. Becauſe of theſe Holy An- 
gels in che Aſſembly watch your Car- 
riage, ſhall they' fee your Eyes rolling 


after ſinfut Objeats ? Shall they fee 


you ſleeping under the Word, or in time 


"of Prayer? - Wilt you ſo grieve thoſe 


that you hope. ſhall be imployed, in 


carrying your Soul to Heaven? Bluſh 


more that Angels ſee you nodding in 
Duty, than that Men ſee you. | 
IV. Tho? Angels ſhall be fo careful of 


you, 
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you, to carry your ſeparated Soul to 
Heaven, "yet be you careful, that you now 
carry Yobing to them that is due to God ; 
neither yourPrayers,nor any part of Re- 
ligious Worſhip that properly belongs to 


05 


God. Worſhipping of Angels is offen- Rev. 22. 8, 


ſive to God;an pooping to them,and 9: 


they refuſe co accept it :''Tho? you were 
upon your dying Bed, you may not 
pray to them to come and guard you, 
but you may pray to God that he would 
ſend them to detend yon,and carry you 
to Glory ; as in another Cafe, Manoab 
did, Fudg. 13. 8. Mangah #ireated the 
Lord and ſaid, O my Lord, let the Man of 
God, which thou didſt 


{end, come again un- 
10 #us.—"9. And God bearkened to the Voice 


of Manoah, and the Angel" of God came 


again.,— ' 16; The Angel [aid,, If thou wilt 


offer a Burnt Offering , thou maſt offer it 


70 the Lord. | | 

V. This is great Encouragement to dying 
Believers: When ſuch an' one perceives 
che approaching of Death, thar he muſt 
get up and ride upon. that'Pale Horſe 
that will carry him into the other World, 
he might ſay; Farewell, ' Dear Friends 
Farewell ; 1 am going, my time 1s ended 


my Courſe is finiſhed;* T ſhall be'no 


more with you, and when' my Soul is 
departed, there is no more that you ow 
) 
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do for it : Weep not, neither be ye grie- 
ved, I have thoſe that will take care of 
me, when ye cannot; God (pill take 
Care of me, and Chriſt will cake Care 
of me, and the Holy Angels of God 


will take Care of me : I haye God's Pro-. 


miſe for my Security, God's Power for 
my Protectien,. God's Angels for my 
Guard: The Angel of the Covenant will 
charge his Angels with mg ; the Meſſen- 
er of the Covenant will ſend his Mef- 
engers for me > The Surety of the Co- 
venant hath yndertaken, with God, for 
me, and for me with Gog, and I ſhall 


reap the, benefic of his Suretiſhip, and 


che Bleflings of the Covenant for Ever, 
when carried yp into _ Death 
will carry me into Eternity ; and An- 
gels will carry me into a bleſſed Eternity 
of Life and Joy, with Chriſt in Glory. 
The Horſemen of Jae! are a coming,the 
Chariot is making ready, and as Death 
haſtens, fo do they, and will certainly 
be here as ſoon as Death, if not before. 
Shall I be afraid of Death, or Devils, 
or Hell, when Angels will meet, me at 
Death's Door,and carry me to Heaven's 
Gates, and-others let me in to take up 
my Lodging;in. Abraham's Boſom ? 

: ThisisGround of ſupport to aBeliever 
on his dying Bed, when he muſt NO 
ene 
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the Pale. Horſe of Death, which will 
carry him into another World, that God 
will charge his Angels toattend, and to 
be read; to receive his ſeparated Soul, 
and carry it into the State and Place of 
Ecernal Happineſs in the other World. 
This'aifo might alleviate the Grief of 
ſurviying Friends, which often loads and 
burdens the Heart, becauſe of the De- 
partyre of ſych, .that while they lived, 
were their Conifort and Delight ; when 
they conſider the joyful Company of 
the Holy Angels they have to convoy 
them totheirEternal Bleſſed Home,their 


- Joyful Entertainment there, their happy 


Reſt, their;holy Imployment, their in- 
conceivable Joys in the immediate Pre- 
ſenceof their Glorious God and Exalted 
Redemer, and the Eternal Spirit, and 
that all this ſhall be their Happineſs to 
all Eternity. 

It is no blind Charity to conclude 
that the Soul of th« deceaſed Friend, is 
lafely arrived at Heaven, and hath his 
Manſion there, when thoſe that knew 
him beſt, and converſed with him moſt, 
and had the Jongeſt Acquaintance to 
obſerve his Converſation, can, 9nd do af- 
firm, that his whole Life was very Ex- 
emplary, ſuitable to his Profeſſion, and 


worthy of others Imitation. 
| hen 
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When I was at his Funeral, a grave, 
ſolid, and judicious Chriſtian, ſaid to 
me, I have known him from his Begin- 
ing to his End, and think, * that what- 
foever migh: be ſaid of an Upright Man, 
might be {aid concerning him. 

He was very diligent in Redeeming 
his cime, Improving it in the Duties of 
his parcicular and general Calling, cau- 
tious and watchful that he' might not 
waſte nor miſpend the Hours of his Life, 
for tho? he had a conſiderable Eſtate, 
yet he was as laborious itt his Station, 
as if he had not Bread to' ear, till he had 
got it by his Hands ; not from a cove- 
roys Deſire of Gain, 'which was mani- 
feſt, in thar the ſame Hands that work- 
ed for it, were as ready'to pive it,as the 
Neceſſities of others called for it: For to 

my Knowledge, he gave a conſiderable 
Allowance, for many Years, towards 
the Education of a poor Scholar, whom, 
when he heard preach, before he died, 
ſaid to me, he thought his Money well 
beſtowed; and was a 'Comfore' to him 
that it had been fo rightly placed, and 
that he law ſach Fruits of what he had 
therein done. 

He was more than ordinarily ready to 
promote the Preaching of the Goſpel a- 
mongft a People that, by reaſon of cheir 
low 
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lowCircumſtances,were not ableto pro- 
Cure it; one Inſtance I remember,when 
a Friend of mine did but mention the 
Caſe of ſuch. a People in the Councry, 
tho' he did not ask him, yet before they 
parted, I ſaw him give ſeveral Pounds 
to be towards the Maintainance of a 
Preacher for that Year. 

Another ſpecial Friend of mine, of 
his intimate Acquaintance,told me ſince 
his Death, that once he deſired ſome 
Afiſtance from him, for the Relief of 
a very fit Obje& of Chariry, more than 
ordinary, for which purpoſe he readily 
(beyond his ExpeRation) gave many 
Pounds. Afﬀer ſome conſiderable time 
intervening, the ſame Perſon, upon a- 
nother extraordinary Occaſion, renew- 
ed his Requeſt for his Help, and he 
chearfully gave him upon that Account, 
as much as he did for the other. Where- 
upon my Friend told me, that ſuch a 
Free-giver ſpoiled him for a Begger for 
others (as to him) for aſter. that,he could 
never prevail with himſelfto ask 5: any 
more, who was ſocaſily prevailed with 


_ to give fo liberally. 


He was an earneſt deſirer of the Wel- 
fare of the Souls of others, for I know 
that he: hath often bought many Do- 
zens of Books of ſeveral a gi- 

ven 
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ven them to Poor Perſons and Families, 
asking nothing but that they would take 
them and diligently read them : Allo if 
any deſired him to tranſcribe out of his 
Short Hand into Long, any Sermon un- 


der which they were more than uſually 


affeted(tho' he was fully imployed,yet) 


he would take time from his ſleep, and - 


write it very fair and give them, being 
ready to/promote the Intereſt of Souls, 
both by his Purſe and Pains. | 

He was a fingular Pattern of Dutiful- 
neſs to Parents ; being very tender and 
careful of. his very aged Mother, both 
in reſpect to her *Temporal and Spiritu- 
al State, liberally afliſting her as to both 
(for tho? ſhe was left a Widow in good 
Worldly Circumſtances, yet in her Old 
Age ſhe enjoyed not that Plenty as be- 
fore). For Temporals, ſhe, by his Care 
wanted nothing ; in Spiricuals he was 
as forward-to afford his Help, for being 
Weak thro' Age, and difficult in hear- 
ing, could not attend (as formerly) up- 
on Publick Ordinances, to fupply the 
Want whereof, ic was his conſtant Pra- 


ice ior many Years, every Lord's Day 


in theEvening, to go to her Houſe, and 
laying his Face near her Ear, repeated 
the Sermons he had taken that Day, to 
her, and the reſt in the Family. 

He 
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He was not ſhort in his Relation, as a Bros 
ther to his Siſters, Two that by Proyidence wete 
brought from higher ro tower Circuniftances in 
their ourward State, he made comfortable Pro» 
viſions for, one of which being diſcompoſed iri 
her Head, and not capable of caring for het 
ſelf, he (tike a loving Brother) was exceeditig 
kind umo her,while he lived,and bath left their) 
what will be 'a' good Stay. and Support anto 
thetn;now he is taken from hisMother and then, 

He neyer was 2 talkative Man; bur the leſs 
he ſaid, the mote he did ; riotlike many, whoſe 
Tongues 'run faſter in ſpeaking 'Religionfly, 
than their Feet m walking Holily : His Works 
did praiſe bim' more, to che Obfervers of what 
he did, than bis Words did commend him to 
the Hearers of what he ſaid ; rho' what he 
ſaid was Savoury,and his Words were weighty, 
rather than many ; ſpeakiog bar lirtle tho? ro 
good Rarpoſe :* And as he was ſparing in 
Words, when in Health, ſo be ſpake not much 
when fick and on bis Song Bed : bur rold me, 
he had good Hopes of his Spiritual and Eter- 
nal State, and tho' he found Satan temprivig 


to ſhake his Reliance on Chriſt, yet there be. 


placed bis only Truſt and Dependance for Sa!- 
vation, baving conſented to him, and accepted 
of him in-all his Offices as offered in the 
Goſpel. | fb, 
Concerning the laſt Sermon be heard, which 
was about Love:ſickneſs to Chrift, through the 
abundant Senſe of Chrift's Love tothe Soul, he 
ſaid, it was an exgellent, cotmforrable Frame 


of Spirit, in ſuch aFhave experience of it : ahd | 
this I thought he ſaid, from his ewn Expen-” 
ence, * 
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ence, as having found and felr how comforta- 
Ble.it Was: 7 oP | 
_- His Head being affected with his Diſtem- 
per, and much inclined to Sleep, yer asked me 
co pray with him, ſaying, tho' 1, be drowſy, 
yet will I nor ſleep: while you pray, bur will 
Join in 1b Preyers with you ; -and when fick, 
kepr waking in . his Bed, during. the time of 
Prayer, when many in Health, in Family and | 
Congregation, are ſleeping when they ſhould 
be praying :.. and. tho' he was fo heavy, yer 
would not be ſatisfied, except the Duty were 
proformencant;fcioin againſt his Sleep, rhar 
migbr trive with God in,Prayer, ſaid af- 
rerwards, bis Soul was refreſhed, and was the 
berrer for it. boa C24 n-4 
Within the ſpace of about Fifteen Days, he 
was well and dead,when Sickneſs did ſeize bim, 
By Death made hafte ro remove bim ; bur tho? 
Death prevented bim of longer Time,,.be bad 
prevented Death-from hurrying bim to Erer- 
nal Death, by bis timely ſpicicual Birth and Con- 
yerfioa unto God, by his found Repentance,and 
naſeigned Faich ig Chriſt, which manifeſted ic 
_  ſelfby the Frnirs thereof, thro' the whole Courſe 
of his Life,pecſevering therein to the End , and 
when God gave Commiſſionto Death to make 
ſach haſte to bave bis Body carried to the 
Grave, he gave Commiſſion to bis Angels to 
make as much ſpeed to carry his Soul imto4bra- 
hams Boſom ; where it is in perfet Reſt, and ' 
' Love, and Joy ; and ler vs all prepare that our 
Remove by Death, might be from Earth to 
Heaven, Amen. NN. | 
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